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MARCH

02 PrairieFriday 8:30 a.m.

03 Stewardshi®aturday 8 a.m

04 First Sunday 12 p.m

08 Volunteer Meeting 00p.m.

09 Prairie Friday 8:30 a.m.

10 2 Saturday Bird Count 7 a.m.
Guided Canoe Trip 8 a.m.

15 Bayou Foliageadline

16 PrairieFriday 8:30 a.m.

17 Stewardshigsaturday 8 a.m

18 Third Sunday 12 p.m.

23 Prairie Friday 8:3@.m.

24 Guardians of th&ardens 8:30 a.m

Upcoming Events:

March

Fire Fly Fridays return

April

21 Annual Gala

29 International Bird Migration Day

Bayou Foliage

Next Volunteer Meeting
Thursday, March 8
6:30 p.m.¢ 8:30 p.m

TEXAS

PARKS &
WILDLIFE

Since1895 TexasGameWardenshave servedthe citizensof Texas
by providing professionallaw enforcement,water safety, searchand

rescue operations all while working to conserveand protect the

natural resourcesof Texas TexasGame Wardens also enforce
hunting, fishingand boating lawswithin the state of Texas

Capt Eric Minter, a native Texan,has been a TexasGameWarden
since 1997, and is now located in the Houston area serving the
southeastportion of the city. Introducedto the outdoors at an early
age, he has enjoyed being an avid fisherman and hunter. Ericis
familiar with the areain and around the Armand Bayouregion. He
will give an overview of the roles of a GameWardenaswell asshare
some information about how our waterways and lands are
protected throughthe hard work of TexasGameWardens

Notice:
Speeding

Pleasekeep in mind the speedlimit when cominginto the nature
center. In the near future the speedwill be 20 mph between the
front gate and the second gate (green gate) It will remain 10
mph pastthe secondgate. We havewildlife that roamsnear and on
the road aswell asATVsand peoplein the areamost of the time. So
pleaseSLOWDOWNandstayALERT

Second Gate:

We have had an influx of membersof the public makingtheir way

through the secondgate (greengate) despitethe signssayingnot to

do so. Soif you regularly go through this gate, please make sure
you CLOSIH behindyou comingIN ANDOUT Thoughit may be an

inconvenienceijt will reducethe infractionswhich will benefit ABNC
inthe longrun.

Thank you
Karen Hazen




From the Woods

by Leda Parker
A WALK DOWN MEMORY LANE

Twinklinglights will soon be seenwithin the prairie and forest of
ABNCon Fridaynights Certainly a delight for those of us who
remember the warm summer nights of chasingfireflies through
our neighborhoods Theywere so abundantand easyto catch
We placedthem in jars and watched them blink throughout the
night Aswe grewolder, the fireflies all but disappearedrom our
neighborhoodsand our thoughts We invite you to recapturea
little bit of that childhood joy by joining us this spring for our
annual Firefly Friday night hikes This year we have added
additional Fireflyoutings Weatherpermitting, we will be viewing
fireflies March 16, 23, 30, April 6, 20, and 27 beginningat 7:45
p.m. Our eveningwill begin with a brief presentationon our
beloved lightning bugs followed by a walk in the darkness
Children will have the opportunity to capture (and release)
fireflies andtake home a firefly kit. We invite youto reserveyour
spotnow andjoin usfor awalkbackin time.

Chair EdwardCraven 917-921-8290 edward.d.craven@gmail.com
ViceChair KarenSutera 281-474-5087 ksutera@galenaparkisd.com
Armand Bayou  secretary Tom Scarsella 832-221-3752 frozencat507@gmail.com
Nature Center  treasurer Joe Bryan 7134495550 grahmybear@yahoo.com
Volunteer Board WeekendDIGs * ZohreAmet 8328556100 zohreamet@gmail.com
2018 Weekend Trails Leda Parker 7135601389 parkerleda@yahoo.com
Proof reader: WeekdayEdu. EdithErfling 281-470-6824 eaerfling@gmail.com
Vicki Atkins Outreach PattyTrimingham 4097703113 ptrimbo@gmail.com
Contributors: Facilities Scott Abel 281-486-4297 laserscottman@sbcglobal.net
KarenSutera Stewardship Mark Carter 7134569919 cartwm2@att.net
Karen Hazen Gardens EddaScott 281-332-4170 scotthaag59@comcast.net
Leda Parker Bayou Foliag&ditor Polly Swerdlin 281-814-4606 pmswerdlin@gmail.com
Ts(ﬁr?é;lriizua Webmaster ShawnGano 8323141608 webmaster@abncvols.org
Edda Scott

Liz VanOrstrand
Mark Carter

Staff Roster

March 2018

* Demonstrators, Interpreters & Greeters

Main numbers: 283474-25510r 713-274-2688
Dial directly to each desk:

713-274-2663SusarMillsap
7132742666 TomKartrude
713-274-2668KathyGardner
7132742673 ChriSmith
7132742676 Kristen Hill

713-274-2664LizVanOrstrand
713-274-2667HeatherMillar
7132742672 Mark Kramer
7132742674 DerelSanford
7132742683 MikeMaglitto

713-274-2671 Facilities (no phone mail)

Emails ardirstname@ abnc.org

i.e..tom@abnc.org


mailto:Edward.d.craven@gmail.com
mailto:ksutera@galenaparkisd.com
mailto:frozencat507@gmail.com
mailto:grahmybear@yahoo.com
mailto:zohreamet@gmail.com
mailto:parkerleda@yahoo.com
mailto:eaerfling@gmail.com
mailto:ptrimbo@gmail.com
mailto:laserscottman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:cartwm2@att.net
mailto:scotthaag59@comcast.net
mailto:pmswerdlin@gmail.com
mailto:webmaster@abncvols.org
mailto:tom@abnc.org

VOLUNTEHREETING/MINUTFES AO ;{‘g{;ﬁ@pp

February 08, 2018 oo )“ );'( \Pe
. . . 767'th0‘°

Themeetingwascalledto order at 6:55 p.m. by LizVanOrstrandABNWolunteerCoordinator

Lizwent over the TrainingCalendar Februaryl0 and 17 for new volunteers Weekdayeducation Ecce

connectionsPond,Prairie,and Trails,February22. Trailtraining, March 10. Fire extinguishertraining March

27. April 14, raptor IDwith DennisJonesat 10 a.m.

The ABNGwill participatein World Migratory Bird Day,(WMB Day)on April 29. ABNds partneringwith the
USFishand Wildlife Serviceand Wild BirdsUnlimited of Pearlandfor the event It isthe 100th anniversaryof
the implementationof the Migratory Bird Act. The Stewardshigeam is redoingthe habitat aroundthe bird
blindsaspart of our effort to make ABNCa more interestingdestinationfor birders A planningmeetingfor
WMB Dayis scheduledfor April14 at 10 a.m.

The ABNCVolunteerBylawsdo not prohibit usfrom countingContinuing Educationhoursfrom lecturesheard

in venuesother than our own. Volunteersmay log CEhoursfrom classesand lecturesfrom groupssimilarto

our own if they believewhat they learn would be of useto their volunteeringat the Nature Center Check
with Lizif youhavequestions

ABNCwill participate in National Trails Day on June 2. The hikes and canoe trip on that day will be
incorporatedinto the event

Robbie Lowe spoke about the 2018 Gala,the Party for the Planet The gala will take place on April 22.
Volunteerswill be neededto empty out the HanaGinsbargEnvironmentalEducationbuilding at least one
weekbeforehand

Odiesaidthere isafruit tree saleat the Pasadendrairgroundon February24 from 9to 1.

Madeleineremindedall that the Native PlantSocietymeetson Mondaythe twelfth at UHCL Thesocialis at
6:30 andthe programbeginsat 7 p.m. TheNPSmeetsin the lecture room at the far end of the patio outside
of the cafeteria

The21st annualGreatBackyardird CounttakesplaceFebruaryl6 ¢ 19.
We adjournedat 7:10 p.m.

Lizintroduced Debbie Repasavho spokeabout hummingbirdsand gardeningto attract them. Debbieis a X\
Master Gardenerand MasterNaturalist,in additionto beingan awardwinningphotographer
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them feel welcome!

New Volunteer Orientation
February 10, 2018

New Volunteer Orientation g
February 17, 2018

March 2018 = 2 Pl ¥srdl 3



TRANNING DATE8d EVENTS foanyouriealendar

Email the leader or sign up on clipboards in the Volunteer Office

Saturday, March 10

Trail Training

Time: 9 a.m. to noonAuditorium

Leader: Leda Parkparkerleda@yahoo.com

Friday, March 23

Mandatory Trainingfor Individuals involved
with Ecocampclasses and unaccompanied
children

Time: noon to 2 p.m.

If you are not sure this means you, contact
Heather:heather@abnc.org

Tuesday, March 27

Fire Extinguisher Training

Time: 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
LeaderDeputy Fire Marshall Rafa€hacon

April 21 UpeOWINg
Annual Gala BVents
ey

Saturday, April 14

Raptor 1D

Time: 10 a.m. to noonAuditorium
Leader: Dennis Jones

Thursday, April 19

Bayou Interpretive Guide

Time:

Leader: Liz VanOrstratid@abnc.org

Saturday, May 5

Canoe Training

Time: 9 a.m. to noonAuditorium
Leader: Mark Kramanark@abnc.org
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April 29
International Bird Migration Day

Tr eas urJanuai818 R e p dMedting Snacks & Drinks

Beginning Balance $4292.94| | The social portions of our meetings are enhanced with
_ finger food snacks and beveragelsase sign up for
Exgenditics, one month , either one.
None reported SNACKS DRINKS
: MARCH Polly Swerdlin
Total Expenditures $0.00 $4292.94 APRIL
INeE e MAY (pot luck picni¢
AUGUST Eleanor Stanley
None reported SEPTEMBER " b
OCTOBER Polly Swerdlin
Total Income $0.00 $4292.94 NOVEMBER KarenSutera e
= AT DECEMBER (pot luck supper)
SHrorw o b4zp2:0 JANUARY (appreciation dinner)
FEBRUARY v
Signup is on a clipboard in the Volunteer Office

March 2018


mailto:parkerleda@yahoo.com
mailto:heather@abnc.org
mailto:liz@abnc.org
mailto:mark@abnc.org

Easy and continuous
ways to help ABNC are
to go shopping, friend
us, and tweet. Help us
get the word out.

EducationiDepartmentRage

Leaders:and/Helpers:needed for-these events
ContactrHeathe713-274-2667

March 2 9:30 1:00 EcoConnections
ama;on Eagle Heights 5th grade 10 11 year olds 13 children

March 6 10:00 12:00 Insect Explorations
Cedar Park Elementan2ndgrade 7-8 year olds 64 children

hitps.//smile.amazon.comjch/ March 8 9:30 1:00 EcoConnections
237403757 Hunters Creek Elementanbth grade 10 11 year olds 60 children

March 9 9:30 1:00 EcoConnections
Hunters Creek Elementanbth grade 10 11 year olds 60 children

March 13 10:00 12:00 How Nature Recycles
City of La Porte 6- 12 year olds 10 children

https://www.kroger.com/community March 14 10:00 12:00 Reptiles and Trails
rewards Kiddie Academy Agesto be determined 10 children

March 19 10:0612:00 Mammals

_ﬂiﬁi Shield Home schoolmixedages 1630 children

March 20 10:00 12:00 Insects- 20 students Hands on Histor20 students
Pond Life 20 students  Kruse Elementarrd grade 8 9 year olds
Need 2 volunteers for each of the above activities

http://www.randalls.com/Sh
ttp:// andalls.com/ShopSt March 22 10:00 12:00 Insects- 20 students Hands on Historg0 students

ores/GoodNeighbor.page Pond Life 20 students  Kruse Elementar§rd grade 8 9 year olds
Need 2 volunteers for each of the above activities
March 23 10:00 12:00 Hands on History
Pinc e Post Oak 3rdgrade 8-9 year olds 20 children

on
March 26 10:00 12:00 Reptiles and Trails
¢ UH Charter Schoolkindergarden- 1st grade 57 year olds 43 children

March 29 10:00 12:00 Reptiles and Trails

Armand Bayou Montessori kindergarten- 5th grade 42 children
https://www.facebook.com/pag

es/ArmandBayouNature
CenterOfficiat
Page/3018708830767ref=ts

First and Third Sundays

twitter Raquel Lewisn Education is the POC for these projects
* ﬁ/ """ . March Butterflies
-------------- o April: EarthAppreciation
https://twitter.com/armandbayou May: Turtles
June: Outdoor Safety
July PondLife
August: Alligators
September: Raccoons

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/ABNCvols/
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Know YourNolunteer:Board

WeekdayEducationGoordinator L&)
i . BV @m oy s
EdithErfling ¥ P
ITRAEX ™=

| am beginningmy third year asthe volunteer coordinatorwith the EducationDepartmént L Qhe
liaison between the education department and the rest of the volunteersto ensure that each
scheduledyrouphasenoughABNGQeadersto providea safeand enjoyableexperiencegor our guests

| send (via email) interested volunteersthe weekdayeducationschedulefor the upcomingmonth,
anychangego that scheduleandoccasionallyleadfor additionalhelp.

Volunteers work side by side with the Educationstaff to provide opportunities for people to
experienceand understandthe local ecosystem The Education department offers 11 different
programs, most of which are then tailored for the specificgroup, which can range in age from
preschookhroughcollege

They also take many of these programson the road to interested groups at libraries, daycares,
schools etc. In addition, the EducationDepartment providesweekly Ecaoclassedor ages18 months
through 12 yearsold, and Boyand Girl Scoutbadgeprogramsare offered on the weekends Noneof
thiswould be possiblewithout the volunteers

C AR -
Guardians of the Gardens Opportunities
EddaScott -

Onthe last Saturdayof every month, a group meets at the McGovernDiscoveryGardenfrom 8:30 -
11:00 am. Theymostly weed, plant, water and mulch Thecontact personis DoloresPlaistead Bring
your tools: clippers,trowels,, weedingtools, water, gardeninggloves,knee padsor sit-upon, and bug
spraywhenthe mosquitoesare at their peak Besureto labelyourtoolswith your nameor someother
distinctivemarking

Tom Scarselleand Hillary are in chargeof the vegetablegarden Theyoften work on Saturdaysand
someSundays

On Tuesdaymornings, a group tends the flowerbeds around the farmhouse We usually meet
between8:30a.m. - 12.30p.m. Wedo alot of trimming, transplantingand planting,watering,mulching
andweeding

On Wednesdaymorning around 9:30 am., Sharonand Chuckwork with a group of studentsin the
Butterfly Gardenright outside the admissionsoffice and | believethey alsowork in the Water Smart
Garden

Eachgrouphasthe useof ABNGsuppliedtools suchashoes,rakes wheelbarrows,andshovels

Thank you for your willingness to volunteer and helping us improve and keep @aaléns in good
shape.
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Stewarndship

PrairieFridaysare scheduledeveryFridaymorningfrom 8:30 am. to 11:30 am. Underthe guidanceof
a master naturalist team of prairie experts, activities revolve around the continued restoration and
maintenanceof our coastaltall grassprairie by stewardshipvolunteers Tasksrangefrom the heavier
jobsof transportingand planting native grassesand forbs into the prairie and removingof invasivenon-
native plants from the prairie, to seedcollecting,potting, and weedingin the greenhouseand potting
area,to the more technicalchallengef biannualprairie plant ID and inventory. Thispastmonth, our
accomplishmentfiaveincludedcleanupof the greenhouseweedingand removalof fallen leavesfrom
potted plants,and planting coneflowers liatris, spiderlilies and other miscellaneougorbsinto a rather
wet prairie. Newvolunteersare alwayswelcomeand are offered extensivesupportandhandson
trainingin performing these tasks.

StewardshipSaturdaysare scheduledevery first and third Saturdaymorning from 8:30 am. to 11:30
am. Theactivity this month hasbeenfocusedon a projectto cleanup the two bird blind areas,first
next to the Interpretation Buildingand then along the Martyn Trail Invasivenon-native tallow and
trifoliate orangeplants are beingremoved Largercut and fallen tree debrishasbeenusedto create
brushpilesintendedto attract wrensandsparrowsfor the insectconcentrations Additionalfeedersare
being installed with a goal of increasingfeeder population as well as attracting woodpeckersto the
mix. Theplanisto inventory existingplantsin the two areasin order to assessvhat additional plants
canbe addedto drawin more birdsto the blind areas Newvolunteersare alwaysneededandwelcome
in accomplishingtewardshigsaturdayprojects

Pleasedirect any and all thoughts and suggestiongo our Volunteer Board memberfor Stewardship,
Mark Carter, at his email, cartwm2@attnet. Planningfor 2018is in work now and your ideaswill be
greatlyappreciated

Herbertia lahue ssp. caerulea

Prairie
Flower of
the Month

Lyman F. Brown
Herbertia lahue ssp. caerulea is a member of the Iris Prairie Nymph grows in prairies and woodlands
family, Iridaceae. It blooms from March to May. The and is drought-tolerant. The flowers last for one
common name is Prairie Nymph. It can be day, providing nectar to pollinators in that short
propagated from bulb or seed. time.
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AdvancediTraining

The National Associatiorfor Interpretation (NAl)is offering a training coursefor peoplein the field of
Interpretation. It is designedfor individualswho deliverinterpretive programsor have contactwith the
publicat interpretive sites Thisclasswill take placeJune5 to 8, Tuesdayg Friday,from 8:30¢ 4:30p.m.,
at ClearLakePark

The nationally recognizedCertified Guide (ClIG)course combinesthe theoretical foundations of the
professiornwith practicalstrategiesn deliveringquality interpretive programmingo visitors

Our Volunteer Boardputs together an annualWish List of items that ABNOneedsfinancialhelp with.

Thisyearthe boardwill addtwo sponsoredopositionsfor the NAICIGclassto that list, whichwill include
the certificationaswell asthe training Ourhopeis that youwould considermentoringother volunteers
in the future. TheVolunteer Boardwould alsoaskthat you do finishthe class Pleasenote the volunteer
membersneedto vote on the WishListbeforethe classebegin

We would like to start an application processfor anyonethat is interested in attending With the
understandinghat we are waitingmembershipapproval

Foradditionalinformation, pleasecheckout the link at
https://www .interpnet.com/nai/nai/_events/Event Displagspx?EventKey=0&0518

If you are interestedin one of thesetwo spots,pleasesubmita 350-word essayon & | 2thdis classwill
help me be a better interpreter at ArmandBayouNature Centeré (Thisnotice has312 words) The
applicationswill also be weighedby length of volunteer service,as well as volunteer hours and BIG
hoursloggedon the volunteerwebsite TheVolunteerBoardwill reviewall applications We would like
theseessaydackby March 19, aswe arelookingto makea decisionby the end of March

Thisis a great opportunity and we do hope that you will considertaking the class If you have any
guestionspleasecontactLizVanOrstrandat liz@abnarg

Friday Brown Bag Lunch Lecture Series

We would like to introduce this new seriesto
promote a better understanding of local
ecology and enhance eccoliteracy. ! . b/ Wa
ConservatiorDirector & ChiefNaturalistMark
Kramer will presentthe series Feel free to
bringyour own sackiunch

Datesandtopicswill include,March 2, "Prairie
Ecology"and March 16, "BayouEcology' The
serieswill continuethroughMay 2018
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ABNC VqunteerSIDhe)du’ﬁé\/larcbiVeekendJ/\X”

If you have to cancel, please do your best to find your own replacement. If you
cannot, please notify your coordinator AND the Front Desk. If you can cover
for any open slots, please call the coordinator for that event.When you arrive
at ABNC for your duty, please check in at the Front Desk.
Except where noted, activities are 1 p.m.to 4 p.m.

10:00 Trails
Leda Parker

2:00 Trails
Leda Parker

Greeters
(Sundays 12-4)
Zohre Amet

Natural History
Demos
Zohre Amet

Farm House
Interpreters
Zohre Amet

Farm Life
Demos
Zohre Amet

DATE 713-560-1389 | 713-560-1389 | 832-855-6100 | 832-855-6100 832-855-6100 832-855-6100
Susan Hesley|
Madeleine Yarn Dolls
03-03 Barnes Leda Parker
First
Sunday Education BAWS on site
03-04 Mark Carter | Ken Russell| Butterflies | PollySwerdlin
B sine HABA on site
0310 Bill Breaux Barnes Kathie Stocker| Nancy Saint
Marie Eleanor Stanle
0311 Asscherick Reptiles Zohre Amet
Madeleine
0317  |GregNenningel  Barnes
Third
Sunday Education
03-18 Mark Carter [ Joe Bryan | Butterflies | Zohre Amet
Madeleine Barn
03-24 Bill Breaux | Charles Burer Vultures
Margaret Frick
03-25 Randy Olsen| Polly Swerdlir Snakes | Eleanor Stanle
Liz Madeleine Barn
0331 VanOrstrand | Charles Burer] Bison Karen Hazen

Please consider filling an empty spot for Greeter or Farm Life



