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SEPTEMBER

01   Prairie Friday 8:30 a.m.

02   Stewardship Saturday 8 a.m.

03   First Sunday 12 p.m.

08   Prairie Friday 8:30 a.m.

09   2nd Saturday Bird Count 7 a.m.

Guided Canoe Trip 8 a.m.

Owl Prowl/Night Hike 8:00 p.m.

New Volunteer Orient. 9:00 a.m.

14   Volunteer Meeting 6:30 p.m.

15   Prairie Friday 8:30 a.m.

16   Stewardship Saturday 8 a.m.

New Volunteer Orient. 9:00 a.m.

17  Third Sunday 12 p.m.

21  Bayou Foliage deadline 10 p.m.  

22   Prairie Friday 8:30 a.m.

23   Guided Canoe Trip 8 a.m.

Guardians of the Gardens 8:30 a.m.

29   Prairie Friday 08:30 a.m.
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Upcoming Events:

Oct 14  Prairie Pandemonium

Oct 28  Creepy Crawlers

Nov 11 & 12 Harvest Festival

Next Volunteer Meeting
Thursday, September 14

6:30 p.m. –8:30 p.m.

The American Eclipse 2017

Diane Hume and Alan traveled to Carbondale, Illinois to view 
this year’s amazing solar/lunar/planetary event.  No matter if 
you got a chance to travel to a promising location, be sure to 
come to hear about their adventure and the science involved.

PASADENA PHOTO CONTEST
Theme: Pasadena Wildlife

Prize: Winning photos will be included in the 2018 Pasadena 
Public Library Calendar.

Submissions: Send your digital images to 
ppltxphoto@gmail.com

Deadline: October 7, 2017
Open to all ages.

Questions? Call 713 475-4984
Guidelines:

Images should be in landscape format and have enough 
resolution to be 

clearly viewed at 8” X 10” (900 x 700 pixels). 
Close ups preferred!

mailto:ppltxphoto@gmail.com


From the Editor
Polly Swerdlin
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Armand Bayou 
Nature Center 

Volunteer Board
2017

Foliage
proofreader:
Vicki Atkins

Staff Roster

Chair Edward Craven 917-921-8290 edward.d.craven@gmail.com

Vice-Chair Joe Bryan 713-449-5550 grahmybear@yahoo.com

Secretary Tom Scarsella 832-221-3752 frozencat@earthlink.net

Treasurer Karen Sutera 281-474-5087 ksutera@galenaparkisd.com

Weekend DIGs * Zohre Amet 832-855-6100 zohreamet@gmail.com

Weekend Trails Leda Parker 713-560-1389 parkerleda@yahoo.com

Weekday Edu. Edith Erfling 281-470-6824 eaerfling@gmail.com

Outreach Cecilia Cidillo 832-867-7366 ccedillo2002@yahoo.com

Facilities James Frantz 281-470-0946 jefrantz@sbcglobal.net

Stewardship Edward Craven 917-921-8290 edward.d.craven@gmail.com

Gardens Edda Scott 281-332-4170 scotthaag59@comcast.net

Bayou Foliage Editor Polly Swerdlin 281-814-4606 pmswerdlin@gmail.com

Webmaster Shawn Gano 832-314-1608 webmaster@abncvols.org

* Demonstrators, Interpreters & Greeters
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Main numbers: 281-474-2551or 713-274-2688
Dial directly to each desk:

713-274-2663 Susan Millsap 713-274-2664 Liz VanOrstrand
713-274-2666 Tom Kartrude 713-274-2667 Heather Millar 
713-274-2668 Kathy Gardner 713-274-2672 Mark Kramer
713-274-2676 Kristen Hill 713-274-2683 Mike Maglitto

713-274-2671 Facilities (no phone mail)
Emails are firstname@ abnc.org        i.e.: tom@abnc.org

September will be the starting point for new volunteers, with scheduled Orientation classes. Some might
already be involved, as Liz has been taking applications all year, and we don’t want to make them wait. I
would encourage you to welcome any new faces you might see and help them become a part of our
community. That said, orientation is not intended to be the end of our introduction and education about
this unique and wonderful place in the middle of industry, residential, and marketing venues. Liz is
scheduling quite a number of chances to widen our scope. Please check out page 4.

On July 31, the family of Ed and Marie Adams placed a memorial bench in their honor beside May’s Pond.
Come set a spell in the quiet and remember these special volunteers.

mailto:Edward.d.craven@gmail.com
mailto:grahmybear@yahoo.com
mailto:frozencat@earthlink.net
mailto:ksutera@galenaparkisd.com
mailto:zohreamet@gmail.com
mailto:parkerleda@yahoo.com
mailto:eaerfling@gmail.com
mailto:fishinglady3@yahoo.com
mailto:jefrantz@sbcglobal.net
mailto:edward.d.craven@gmail.com
mailto:scotthaag59@comcast.net
mailto:pmswerdlin@gmail.com
mailto:webmaster@abncvols.org
mailto:tom@abnc.org
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VOLUNTEERBOARD MEETING MINUTES

3

Notes from Volunteer Board meeting 8/10/17
(None were taken for the regular August meeting)

In attendance: Jim Franz, Leda Parker, Joe Bryan and Liz VanOrstrand

Jim read the Facilities report and noted that five signs have been made for bridges on the trails. The signs
read “Caution Slippery When Wet.” More signs may be needed.
Trail report - Charles Buren has been taking most of the 10 a.m. hikes. More people are needed to start
leading trails. The hope is that the BIG training will assist with this problem. Leda will send her list of trail
guides to Liz to update. Night hike leads are in place.
Polly’s report was read into minutes: 1.) she plans to re-start the Monday Mob the 14th. 2.) she plans to
help at the UHCL Outreach. 3.) she can help with the Lobby Project.
Dr. Deana Schimdt has been asked to speak on her article titled Suburban Wilderness in the Houston
Metropolitan Landscape. (Note as of 8/14 she has agreed to talk in November. We are still short for
September.) There was a mention of asking Allan Tremain to speak on Climate Change.

New Business:
Owl Prowl equipment is failing – we will get with FoxPro to see if it can be repaired.
Polly has volunteered to do the Outreach at UHCL on September 1 from 5 to 8 p.m. with Tom.
Houston Tool Bank rents tools; Dave Kovach said it wasn’t worth the time for completing the paper work.
A binder is to be placed at the front counter with a copy of the current Bayou Foliage for visitors to
review.
Emails have been sent to the company that created the new maps for our visitors, requesting a quote for
setup to create new maps for the front entrance and the trail heads. This was part of the 2017 wish list.
Kristen Hill is the ABNC animal handler and is working on improving the interpretation for all our captive
animals. She is hoping to have a new training ready by January 2018 with information that will improve
our ability to interpret in the auditorium lobby area.
New Volunteer Orientation signup was created on Signup.com; this will be a test to see if Signup.com will
work for Martyn Farm Harvest Festival.
Two or three Volunteers are needed on August 29 from 9 to noon to help clean up the auditorium lobby
area. Leda has suggested we have afternoon projects like this for people who are busy in the mornings.

All volunteers are asked to visit the ABNC website and consider donating to the Lew Hornung Memorial
Fund, which has a match component until November of 2017.
We will again participate in the Can Do Food Drive for the City of Pasadena; items will be collected until
November 16, 2017.

Native Plant Society of Texas
Our speakers for the September 11 meeting are Dr. Cindy Howard from UHCL and Jim Dobberstine from 
Lee College. Their talk is titled "A Closer Look at Restored Wetlands in Lower Galveston Bay; Does 
Restoration Design Affect Biologic Function?"

Check out our website/blog for the details:
http://npsot.org/wp/clearlake/

http://npsot.org/wp/clearlake/
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TRAINING DATESand EVENTS for your calendar
Email the leader or sign up on clipboards in the Volunteer Office

Treasurerõs Report July2017 Meeting Snacks & Drinks

The social portions of our meetings are enhanced with finger 

food snacks and beverages; please sign up for one month , 

either one.

SNACKS DRINKS

SEPTEMBER __ __

OCTOBER Polly Swerdlin __

NOVEMBER Karen Sutera __

DECEMBER (pot luck supper)

JANUARY (appreciation dinner)

FEBRUARY __ __

MARCH __ Polly Swerdlin

APRIL __ __

MAY (pot luck picnic)

AUGUST __ __

Signup is on a clipboard in the Volunteer Office

Beginning Balance $3717.60

Expenditures:            

April ïMulch $36.00 $3681.60

Total Expenditures $36.00 $3681.60

Income:          

May ïRecycle $60.00 $3741.60

Sales by Eleanor Stanley $104.50 $3846.10

Total Income $164.50 $3846.10

Current Balance $3846.10
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Saturday, September 9 or 16
Volunteer Orientation
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.Auditorium
Leader: Liz VanOrstrand liz@abnc.org

Saturday, September 23
Insects and Spiders
Time: 10 a.m. to noon  Classroom 1
Leader: Margaret Frick margaret0547@att.net

Thursday, October 19
Meeting for BIG Participants
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Auditorium
Leader: Liz VanOrstrand liz@abnc.org

Saturday, October 21
Hands on History
Time: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.Martyn Farm Area
Leader: Liz VanOrstrand liz@abnc.org

Saturday, November 18
Trees and Forest Plants
Time: 10 a.m. to noonAuditorium
Leader: Gaye Batiz gayebatiz@aol.com

Saturday, December 2
Burn Class
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.Aud. & Prairie
Leader: Mark Kramer mark@abnc.org

Saturday, November 11 and
Sunday, November 12

Martyn Farm Harvest Festival
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Martyn Farm Area
Leader: Liz VanOrstrand liz@abnc.org

Saturday, October 14

Prairie Pandemonium
Time: 8:00 a.m. to noon Prairie
Leader: Mark Kramer mark@abnc.org

Saturday, October 28

Creepy Crawlers
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. ABNC
Leader: Polly Swerdlin 
pmswerdlin@gmail.com

mailto:liz@abnc.org
mailto:margaret0547@att.net
mailto:liz@abnc.org
mailto:liz@abnc.org
mailto:gayebatiz@aol.com
mailto:mark@abnc.org
mailto:liz@abnc.org
mailto:mark@abnc.org
mailto:pmswerdlin@gmail.com
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Education Department Page
Leaders and Helpers needed for these events

Contact Heather 713-274-2667

Are you on 
Facebook? 

If so, join other 
current and past 

volunteers and staff 
to share comments 

and news about 
happenings at ABNC. 

First and Third Sundays
Raquel Lewisin Education is the POC for these projects 

(Sponsored by Dow Chemical)

September ðBuzzing Bees

October ðMonarchs and Milkweed 

November ðScat, Tracks & Skulls 

December ðWetlands 

https://www.kroger.com/community
rewards

http://www.randalls.com/ShopSt
ores/Good-Neighbor.page

https://www.facebook.com/pag
es/Armand-Bayou-Nature-
Center-Official-
Page/301870883076?ref=ts

https://twitter.com/armandbayou

Easy and continuous 
ways to help ABNC are 
to go shopping, friend 
us, and tweet.  Help us 
get the word out.

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/ABNCvols/
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Field Trip Classes
As of press time, there are no classes scheduled for September, 
the beginning of the school year.

Education Needs from Kathy

Aluminum foil Clean pizza boxes

Volunteen Esther Yoon and staffer Raquel Lewis have taken on a 
Herculean task of deep cleaning the closets and drawers in CR2. 

Kristen Hill is polishing the lab for the fall season. 
Thanks so much!

We can complain because rose bushes have thorns, 
or rejoice because thorn bushes have roses.

Abraham Lincoln
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In Memorium

It is with great sadness that we announce the death of Jim Crabb, who died peacefully in his 
sleep on July 7, 2017, at the age of 86.

Jim was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to Edward and Margaret Crabb. He served in the 
United States Navy, retiring after 21 years. He then worked in the chemical industry for 27 
years.

He is survived by Kathleen, his wife of 52 years, their son James Crabb, daughters Emma Crabb
and Susan Shelton, and his sister Kathleen Hawk, and many nieces and nephews.

Jim and his family discovered ABNC in 1979, and in 1981 Jim took the spring volunteer 
training. He led guided trail walks, helped with Owl Prowls, cooked sugar cane at Fall Festivals, 
taught a mushroom class here and there, and—his most favorite of all—helped with the 
controlled prairie burns.

He had a variety of hobbies including beer and wine making, astronomy, recycling, and 
mycology. Mycology was particularly dear to his heart. He had been fascinated with identifying 
and eating mushrooms since accompanying his grandmother to pick them when he was a child. 
He served as vice president of the Texas Mycological Society for 30 years.

According to his wishes, he will be buried at sea by his shipmates. A celebration of his life will 
be held at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his honor can be made to Armand Bayou Nature Center's Prairie 
Restoration Project, or a charity of your choice.

2011 Prairie Burn 2012  Mark – Jim – George
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If you have to cancel, please do your best to find your own replacement. If you 

cannot, please notify your coordinator AND the Front Desk. If you can cover 

for any open slots, please call the coordinator for that event. When you arrive 

at ABNC for your duty, please check in at the Front Desk.

Except where noted, activities are 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

ABNC Volunteer Duty RosterðSeptemberWeekends

DATE

10:00 Trails

Leda Parker

713-560-1389

2:00 Trails

Leda Parker

713-560-1389

Greeters

(Sundays 12-4)

Zohre Amet

832-855-6100

Natural History 

Demos

Zohre Amet

832-855-6100

Farm House 

Interpreters

Zohre Amet

832-855-6100

Farm Life     

Demos

Zohre Amet

832-855-6100

09-02 Polly Swerdlin Polly Swerdlin Jane Bingel

Susan Hesley

Yarn Dolls

First

Sunday

09-03 JoeBryan Ken Russell

Education 

Buzzing Bees Polly Swerdlin

BAWS on site

09-09 Charles Buren

HABA on site

09-10 Mark Carter Polly Swerdlin

Eleanor Stanley 

Reptiles

09-16 Charles Buren Karen Sutera Jane Bingel

Third 

Sunday

09-17 Mark Carter

Education

Buzzing Bees

Polly Swerdlin 

Stereoscope

09-23 Charles Buren

Jane Bingel

Birds Nancy Saint Kathy Stocker

09-24 Eleanor Stanley

09-30 Charles Buren Leda Parker
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Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 58828

Houston, TX 77258

Location:

8500 Bay Area Boulevard

Pasadena, TX 77507

Phone: 281-474-2551

Web: www.abnc.org

Volunteer Web Page:

www.abncvols.org

8

Middle Bayou School

Hand-Me-Down Shirts with ABNC logo:

2 men’s short sleeves (S) (XL) 
Behind the door of the Volunteer Office.

If one of them fits, it’s yours.  
If you wish to pass one down, this is where to leave it.

If you buy a khaki shirt of your own to have the ABNC logo added:

Leave it, your name, phone # and $8 at the front desk. One of the volunteer board members will 
take it in, and give you a call when it returns.  

Or you can take it yourself – Third Coast Graphics has our design in stock.
301 W Edgewood Dr. #16  Friendswood 281-992-6600

Bayou Foliage deadline: 3rd Thursday of each month. 

New to the Frank C Smith Library
Victorian Farm by Alex Langlands

(very British, but some good ideas for interpretation)


