
Volume 35, Issue 6

Bayou FoliageArmand Bayou 
Nature Center
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Newsletter

JUNE

03   Prairie Friday 8:30 a.m.

04   Stewardship Saturday 8 a.m.

National Trails Day 9 a.m.

05   First Sunday 12 p.m.

09   Volunteer Board 6:30 p.m.

10 Prairie Friday 8:30 a.m.

11   2nd Saturday Bird Count 7 a.m.

Guided Canoe Trip 8 a.m.

16   Bayou Foliage deadline 10 p.m.  

17   Prairie Friday 8:30 a.m.

18   Stewardship Saturday 8 a.m.

Owl Prowl 7:45 p.m.

19 Third Sunday 12 p.m.

24   Prairie Friday 8:30 a.m.   

25   Guardians of the Gardens 8:30 a.m.

Guided Canoe Trip 2 p.m.

Upcoming Events:

Sep 17 or 24   Volunteer Orientation

Oct 15           Prairie Pandemonium

Oct 29           Creepy Crawlers

Nov 12 & 13   Harvest Festival

Dec 3             Yuletide

June 9 Volunteer Board Meeting
5:30 p.m.  Panera Bread

155 El Dorado Blvd, Webster TX
Volunteer General Meetings resume in August



Memo from our Volunteer Coordinator
Liz VanOrstrand

June 2016

Armand Bayou 
Nature Center 

Volunteer Board
2016

Foliage
proof reader:
Vicki Atkins

Staff Roster

Chair EdwardCraven 917-921-8290 edward.d.craven@gmail.com

Vice-Chair Joe Bryan 409-933-4087 grahmybear@yahoo.com

Secretary Tom Scarsella 832-221-3752 frozencat@earthlink.net

Treasurer Karen Sutera 281-474-5087 ksutera@galenaparkisd.com

Weekend DIGs * Polly Swerdlin 281-814-4606 pmswerdlin@gmail.com

Weekend Trails Leda Parker 713-560-1389 parkerleda@yahoo.com

Weekday Edu. Edith Erfling 281-470-6824 eaerfling@gmail.com

Outreach Margaret Frick 281-474-5732 margaret0547@att.net

Facilities James Frantz 281-470-0946 jefrantz@sbcglobal.net

Stewardship Edward Craven 917-921-8290 edward.d.craven@gmail.com

Gardens Sam Dinsmore 281-461-6270 samngary@att.net

Bayou Foliage Editor Polly Swerdlin 281-814-4606 pmswerdlin@gmail.com

Webmaster Shawn Gano 832-314-1608 webmaster@abncvols.org

Emails are firstname@abnc.orgi.e.: tom@abnc.org

* Demonstrators, Interpreters & Greeters
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New Phone System
281-474-2551 still works, but now you can dial directly to each desk.

713-274-2663 Susan Millsap 713-274-2664 Liz VanOrstrand
713-274-2665 Volunteer Office 713-274-2666 Tom Kartrude
713-274-2667 Heather Millar 713-274-2668 Kathy Gardner
713-274-2671 Facilities (no voice mail) 713-274-2672 Mark Kramer
713-274-2673 Zach Roper 713-274-2674 Stewardship
713-274-2676 Jessica Collier 713-274-2683 Mike Maglitto

It hascometo my attention that therearetwo itemsI needto reviewwith regardto policy.

Thefirst is regardingScoutGroupsthat havebeenknownto just showup without goingthrough
our ScoutCoordinator, KathyGardner. Many times the groupsdo not understandthat we even
have a ScoutCoordinator. Our policy for the weekendhikes is that the scout groupsneed to
contactKathyandarrangea specialhike. In the past, if we hada verysmallgroup,we would let
them join the weekendhike, but in no way are we to have the weekendhikes turn into a
scoutingevent. Thescoutsrequire additionalplanning,and this is somethingABNCdoesvery
well. If youareinterestedin becominga guidefor scoutgroups,pleasecontactKathy@abnc.org.

Theseconditem is that we needto clarifywith the volunteersthe extent, (or lackof it), that we
canadministerfirst aid to guests. Youare authorizedto provideminor first aid supplies,suchas
bandagesto visitors,but do not applymedication.
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VOLUNTEERMEETING MINUTES
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May 12, 2016

The meeting was called to order at 7:19 p.m.

Ed Craven, Volunteer Chair, went over the volunteer calendar.

June 4 is National Trails Day, and guided walks will be offered. Volunteers are encouraged to tell 
their neighbors and friends to come out and enjoy the day. The event is advertised on our 
Facebook page and website.

The Center will be open on Memorial Day.

We have a work party set for May 24 to weed the sugar cane. Bring your own hoe if you have 
one.

Volunteers from Shell will be on the farm site on May 25 and the oak tree between the 
farmhouse and the vegetable garden will be trimmed.   ό9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ WǳƴŜ 3.)

The Houston Area Blacksmiths will have one of their regular second Saturday teaching classes 
this Saturday at 9 on the farm.

The Guardians of the Garden will have their regular last Saturday of the month work party in 
May. It falls on Memorial Day weekend this month. The Gardeners meet behind the Interpretive 
Building as soon as the gates open.

Liz VanOrstrand said that some of the information boards in the greenhouse would be moving to 
the porch walls of the Interpretive Building where they will be more visible and useful. 

Liz extended the thanks of the Center staff and the board of Trustees for all the efforts put in by 
the volunteers toward making the recent Gala a success.

We adjourned for our social event at 7:25 p.m.

A general question to the volunteers:
What would you like to see as additional Nature Center opportunities go?

TomScarsella,for one, is offering to buddywith anyoneinterestedin woodshopand carpentry,
usinghandtools in particular. Much of what Tomdoesin the woodshopis still usefulon a day-
to-day basis. Classesand demoson a variety of themes,suchas makinghandlesfor broken
tools; sharpeninghatchets, chisels,gougesand saws; making simple tools, such as marking
gaugesandfour-piecebowsaws; andrefurbishingof neglectedtools areall in Tom'scatalog. He
isalwayswilling to teach. 281-532-2107 frozencat@earthlink.net

mailto:frozencat@earthlink.net
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TRAINING DATES, etc., for your calendar
Signup sheets are in the Volunteer Office located in the Kaneka Building (Admissions).   

To register: call 281-474-2551

Friday June 3 Friday July 15
Creepy Crawlers Committee Yuletide Celebration Committee
3 p.m. 3 p.m.
Location: Classroom 3 Location: Classroom 3
Leader: Polly Swerdlin Leader: Karen Sutera

Anyone is welcome to join the above committees to help make plans

Saturdays September 17 & 24 Saturday October 22
New Volunteer Orientation Hands on History Training
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 9 a.m. to noon
Location: Auditorium Location: Farm area
Leader: Liz VanOrstrand Leader: Liz VanOrstrand

Saturday December 3 Saturday January 28, 2017
Burn Class How to do a Mammal Demo
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Auditorium and Prairie Location: Auditorium
Leader: Mark Kramer Leader: Margaret Frick

Treasurerõs Report April2016 Meeting Snacks & Drinks

The social portions of our meetings are enhanced with finger 

food snacks and beverages; please sign up for one month , 

either one.

SNACKS DRINKS

MAY (pot luck supper)

AUGUST Eleanor Stanley x

SEPTEMBER Polly Swerdlin x

OCTOBER Karen Sutera x

NOVEMBER x x

DECEMBER (pot luck dinner)

JANUARY (appreciation dinner)

FEBRUARY x x

MARCH x Polly Swerdlin

APRIL x x

Signup is on a clipboard in the Volunteer Office

Beginning Balance $3778.47

Expenditures:            

American Hiking Soc. $75.08

Total Expenditures $75.08

Income:          

Bird House Sales $60.45

Total Income $60.45

Current Balance $3763.84

Hand-Me-Down Shirts with ABNC logo:

2 men’s long sleeve (M,L)
1 woman’s long sleeve (4)
2men’s short sleeve (M,L)

Behind the door of the Volunteer Office -if one fits, it’s yours.

Pleasebring in your excessmetal scraps(aluminum,stainless
steel, brassand bronze, bathroom and kitchen fixtures) for
recyclingto earn moneyfor the maintenancecrew. Leaveon
the work benchjust outsidethe maintenancebarn.
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Education Department Page
Leaders and Helpers needed for these events

Contact Heather 281-274-2667

Are you on 
Facebook? 

If so, join other 
current and past 

volunteers and staff 
to share comments 

and news about 
happenings at ABNC. 

First and Third Sundays 2016
Zach Martin in Education is the POC for the projects 

(Sponsored by Dow Chemical of Deer Park)

June ðTurtles

July ðAlligators

August ðMammals

September ðPreservingABNC

October ðBats

November ðBison

December ðWinter Gardening

https://www.kroger.com/community
rewards

http://www.randalls.com/ShopSt
ores/Good-Neighbor.page

https://www.facebook.com/pag
es/Armand-Bayou-Nature-
Center-Official-
Page/301870883076?ref=ts

https://twitter.com/armandbayou

Easy and continuous 
ways to help ABNC are 
to go shopping, friend 
us, and tweet.  Help us 
get the word out.

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/ABNCvols/

June 2 10:30 - 12:30 Reptiles & Trails
15Special Needs children: mixed ages

June 6, 10:00 - 12:00  Mammals June 7, 9:30 - 3:00  EcoConnections
Busy Bodies Academy City of Deer Park            & Reptiles
20 children:5-6 year old 45children: 6 - 12 year old

June 8, 10:00 - 12:00   How Nature Recycles June 9, 10:00 - 12:00  Pond Life
Koala Kare Jessup Elementary
30children: 6 - 10 year old 40children: 7 - 11 year old

June 14, 10:00 - 12:00  Reptiles & Trails June 16, 10:00 - 12:00 Hands on 
Westwood Elementary Country Kingdom                  History
40children: 3rd & 4th grade 15children: mixed ages

June 20, 10:00 - 12:00  Reptiles June 23, 9:30 - 1:00
Desavala Galena Park             EcoConnections
40children: 5th & 6th grade 25children: 5 -12 year old

June 22 & 23, 1:30 - 3:15  Adaptations & Trails June 24, 10:00 - 12:00  Reptiles
Park Elementary School ACE summer program Francis Elementary               & Trails
30children: 4 –9 year old 40children:  K –4th grade

June 29, 10:00 - 12:00  Hands on History June 30, 10:00 - 12:00  Reptiles
Foundations Academy Kiddie Academy                    & Trails
20children: 6 –20 year old 20children: 6 –10 year old

There is still a request for TP and paper towel rolls, cardboard egg cartons, tin 
cans, nature magazines, and oatmeal canisters for EcoCampcrafts.

Please leave in Classroom 2 or with Heather and Kathy 
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ECO-CAMP is June 6 through August 5 (Mon. thru Fri.)
(except July 4-8)
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EVENTS

Mark Kramer has announced all of the spring dates for his popular series of EcoToursfor adults. 
Call 281-474-2551 to reserve your spot! (All tours are for ages 18+.)

More details about these events: http:// www.abnc.org/things-to-do/preserve-watch.html

Gator Nights
6/25/16, 7-9:30 p.m.
7/30/16, 7-9:30 p.m.
8/27/16, 6:30-9 p.m.

Meet in Auditorium

Preserve Watch 2016
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Last month we asked:
What Is this?

Hanging behind the stove in the 
Farmhouse kitchen.

Answer: a waffle iron!

Daviddid a classfor Fotofestover the SpringBreak. Hehadabout 30 peopledoingOneCubicFoot
studies. David is a photographer for National Geographicand has a current exhibit at the
Smithsonian. LymanBrownandDianeHumeswereaskedto hostDavidwhile he washerebecause
he wanteda photographeranda plant specialistto join him. We hopeto continueour association
with FotoFestandthe LiteracyThroughPhotographyprogramthisFall.

David Liittschwagervisits ABNC

Also available for reservations:
Bayou Backwaters Photo Walk
June 4, 8 a.m. –noon June 11, 6-8 a.m.
Meet in Auditorium Meet at Trail Head
Leader: Mark Kramer Leader: Lyman Brown

http://www.abnc.org/things-to-do/preserve-watch.html
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Bayou Foliage deadline: 3rd Thursday of each month. 

If you have to cancel, please do your best to find your own replacement. 

If you cannot, please notify your coordinator AND the Front Desk. 

If you can cover for any open slots, please call the coordinator for that event. 

When you arrive at ABNC for your duty, please check in at the Front Desk.

Except where noted, activities are 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

ABNC Volunteer Duty RosterðMayWeekends

DATE

10:00 Trails

Leda Parker

713-560-1389

2:00 Trails

Leda Parker

713-560-1389

Greeters

(Sundays 12-3)

Polly Swerdlin

281-814-4606

Natural History 

Demos

Polly Swerdlin

281-814-4606 

Farm House 

Interpreters

Polly Swerdlin

281-814-4606

Farm Life     

Demos

Polly Swerdlin

281-814-4606 

06-04 Charles Buren

Madeleine 

Barnes Julia Knutson

JaneBingel

Zohre Amet buddy

Susan Hesley 

Yarn Dolls

First 

Sunday

06-05 Ken Russell

Education Dept

Turtles

Polly Swerdlin

Tina Bass

BAW&S on site

Dottie Evans

Toys

06-11 Charles Buren Edith Erfling

Madeleine Barnes 

Bison Jill Macomber

HABA on site

JaneBingel 

Stereoscope

George HW 

Bush

1924

06-12 Karen Sutera Jill Billinger

Eleanor Stanley

Reptiles Edith Erfling

Tom Scarsella 

Woodworking

Julia Knutson

Fabric

06-18
Liz 

VanOrstrand

Madeleine 

Barnes Polly Swerdlin

Charlotte Gogola

Snakes JaneBingel

Julia Knutson

Fabric

Third 

Sunday

06-19 Jay Cross Joe Bryan

Education Dept

Turtles

Kathie Stocker

NancySaint

Polly Swerdlin 

Stereoscope

06-25 Charles Buren Rose Presley

Jane Bingel

Birds Tina Bass

Sam Dinsmore

Corn Husk Dolls

Sean Hayes 

1970

06-26 Joe Bryan

Madeleine

Barnes

Gaye Batiz

Owls

Zohre Amet buddy Eleanor Stanley

Julia Knutson

Fabric

7

FYI:   BAW&S= Bay Area Weavers & Spinners   HABA= Houston Area Blacksmith Association
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Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 58828

Houston, TX 77258

Location:

8500 Bay Area Boulevard

Pasadena, TX 77507

Phone: 281-474-2551

Web: www.abnc.org

Volunteer Web Page:

www.abncvols.org
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June 13, 10:00 - 11:00  Reptiles
Rick Schneider Middle School 
5th & 6th grade - 20-25children

June 15, 10:30 - 11:30  Birds of the Bayou
BehaviourTLC  
4 - 10 year olds - 5 - 10children

June 15, 1:00 - 2:00  Mammal Mania
Parks Elementary School
1st - 4th grades  unknown number

June 21, 10:00 - 11:00  Reptiles
A Lifetime of Learning - League City  
5 - 12 year olds - 30 -35children

June 22, 10:00 - 11:00  Reptiles
Deer Park Library  
mixed ages - Unknown number

June 23, 10:00 - 11:00  Reptiles
Lifetime of Learning –Dickinson  
5 - 12 year olds - 25 - 30children

Outreach Events

We go to their location and do a 
one- hour program.  These are 
especially popular during the 
summer.

To lead or assist, please  contact: 
Heather Millar 713-274-2667

or 
Margaret Frick     281-474-5732


