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  JANUARY   

01   Prairie Friday 8:30 a.m. 

02   Stewardship Saturday 8 a.m. 

03   First Sunday  12 p.m. 

08   Prairie Friday 8:30 a.m. 

09   2nd Saturday Bird Count 7 a.m. 

       Guided Canoe Trip 8 a.m. 

       Guardians of the Gardens 8:30 a.m.  

14   Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

15   Prairie Friday 8:30 a.m. 

16   Stewardship Saturday 8 a.m. 

       Bats Class 10 a.m. (page 4) 

17   Third Sunday   12 p.m. 

21   Bayou Foliage deadline 10 p.m.  

22   Prairie Friday 8:30 a.m.     

23 Annual Membership 10 a.m. 

       Guided Canoe Trip 2 p.m. 

       Owl Prowl 5:30 p.m. 

 

Upcoming Months:  

       Feb 6 and 20 

             New Volunteer Orientation 

       Apr 2  Trash Bash (page 6) 

       Apr 23 Bayou Butterfly Bash 

       Apr 24 Earth Day Free Sunday 

Winter Eco-Campers enjoying the vegetable garden during "True Texans" 
session with volunteer Allie Abney. 

Kathleen Crabb, Edda Scott, 
and the Hanson House garden 
crew have been diligently 
edging and weeding the 
walking path. 

Former EcoCamper, and now Eagle Scout 
candidate, Matthew Sheffield, troop 848, 
has completed his portion of the work at 
the John P. McGovern Children's 
Discovery Area, (MDA). Under Matthew's 
leadership, trails were cleared and 
established, paved, and an amazing bridge 
was built over the "East Texas" teaching 
section of the MDA. Matthew and his 
team of scouts and adult sponsors put in 
192 hours toward the completion of this 
project, which was designed by our ABNC 
Volunteer, Mark Fox. The Guardians of 
the Gardens at ABNC were also involved 
in hill planting, pruning, and weeding. In 
addition, Matthew has donated trail 
topping materials to be spread when we 
have the next work detail. Thanks to the 
crew that is making this area terrific for 
kids and their families. 

RECENT ACTIVITIES ï LOOK WHATôS HAPPENING 



Welcome to 2016, and another year begins. Before we rush in the new year, I would like to  
take a moment to thank the 2015 Volunteer Board. They did a great job leading all the  
different areas of volunteers, and I am very thankful for each and every one of them. Special  
thanks go out to retiring board members Gaye Batiz, Madeleine Barnes and Susan  
Millsap, who have all been on the board for a minimum of four years. But we need to have a  
very, very special thank you to Eleanor Stanley who has been on the Volunteer Board for about 30 years. That 
is an amazing commitment and a true act of love. Thanks to you, Eleanor, for all the years you have served us. 
Words will never be able to express our heartfelt appreciation. 
 
Ok, now on to 2016, and welcome to our new board members.  Edward Craven will now not only be the 
Stewardship Coordinator, but will also be the Volunteer Chairperson. Karen Sutera will be our new Treasurer, 
Leda Parker will be Weekend Trails, Edith Erfling will be Weekday Education, Margaret Frick will be Outreach 
Coordinator, and our new board position for Gardening will be Sam Dinsmore.  Joe Bryan, Tom Scarsella, Polly 
Swerdlin, and Jim Frantz will continue in their previous positions, as will Shawn Gano as webmaster. Thank you 
all for your dedication to the continued support of Armand Bayou Nature Center. 

FROM OUR VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 

January 2016 

Armand Bayou 
Nature Center 

Volunteer Board 
2016 

 
 

Foliage 
proof reader: 
Vicki Atkins 

Staff Roster 
281-474-2551 

 

Chair Edward Craven 917-921-8290 edward.d.craven@gmail.com  

Vice-Chair Joe Bryan 409-933-4087 grahmybear@yahoo.com 

Secretary Tom Scarsella 832-221-3752 frozencat@earthlink.net 

Treasurer Karen Sutera 281-474-5087 ksutera@galenaparkisd.com 

Weekend DIGs * Polly Swerdlin 281-814-4606 pmswerdlin@gmail.com 

Weekend Trails Leda Parker 713-560-1389 parkerleda@yahoo.com  

Weekday Edu. Edith Erfling 281-470-6824 eaerfling@gmail.com 

Outreach Margaret Fricke 281-474-5732 margaret0547@att.net  

Facilities James Frantz 281-470-0946 jefrantz@sbcglobal.net  

Stewardship Edward Craven 917-921-8290 edward.d.craven@gmail.com 

Gardens Sam Dinsmore 281-461-6270 samngary@att.net  

Bayou Foliage Editor Polly Swerdlin 281-814-4606 pmswerdlin@gmail.com 

Webmaster Shawn Gano 832-314-1608 webmaster@abncvols.org 

Susan Millsap Ext 10 Kathy Gardner Ext 13 Mark Kramer Ext 31  
Mike Maglitto Ext 10 Heather Millar Ext 14 Facilities Ext 26   
Tom Kartrude Ext 11 Jessica Collier Ext 17 
Marketing Ext 22  Liz VanOrstrand Ext 18  Zach Roper Ext 20 

Emails are firstname@abnc.org   i.e.: tom@abnc.org 

* Demonstrators, Interpreters & Greeters 
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Please remember that if you work for one of the following corporations, Armand Bayou Nature 
Center has already been approved for Matching Gifts. In many cases, it is not just your donation but 
the value of your volunteer time. Please check with your company to see if this also applies to you. 
 

AIG  Air Products  Albemarle  Benevity  Boeing  BP  
Citgo  Conoco Phillips  El Paso  Exxon Mobil  Halliburton  IBM 
Lyondell  Starbucks  Shell 
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January 2016 

VOLUNTEER MEETING MINUTES 

December 10, 2015 
  

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Liz VanOrstrand went over the training schedule.  The Bat Identification class is scheduled for January 16.  
Volunteer orientation will take place on February 6 and 20.  The Board of Trustees is putting on the Bayou 
Butterfly Bash Gala on April 23.  Volunteers are requested to help take down the Holiday decorations on January 
2 at 9 a.m.  ABNC will be open both Monday and Tuesday of the weeks around the Christmas break.  Volunteers  
are needed to lead hikes on all of those days and help is requested.  Volunteer hours must be logged by ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
end or they ǿƻƴΩǘ be counted in time for recognition at the volunteer appreciation dinner on January 14.  The sod 
placed in the wet spot in front of the vegetable garden was donated by George Becker who is replacing some of 
his grass with gravel.  We were reminded that volunteers should not log their travel time as part of their hours of 
service.  Liz read off some volunteer statistics:  We have 258 volunteers in our database.  The ABNC staff will have 
a volunteer appreciation dinner on January 14 for the 170 active volunteers.  The volunteer board(s) will meet at 
4:45 and dinner will commence at 6.  The auditorium will not accommodate all 258 volunteers and their spouses.  
Volunteer training is set for February 6th and 20th of the coming year.   
 
The slate for the 2016 volunteer Board was read off: 

Chair - Ed Craven   Vice Chair ς Joe Bryan 
Secretary ς Tom Scarsella   Treasurer ς Karen Sutera 
Weekend Demos ς Polly Swerdlin   Weekend Trail ς Leda Parker 
Greeters and Interpreters ς Polly Swerdlin  Weekday Education ς Edith Erfling 
Outreach ς Margaret Fricke  Facilities ς Jim Frantz 
Stewardship ς Ed Craven   Gardens ς Sam Dinsmore 

 
Nominations from the floor were requested and none received.  A request for a motion to vote on the proposed 
slate was requested, made, and seconded.  The slate for 2016 was approved by the majority present.  No 
dissenting votes were cast.  A joint meeting of the outgoing and incoming boards will take place at the January 
meeting.  Fred Swerdlin asked Liz if there was a Fall Festival report.  Liz said the numbers she had were 
preliminary, as all expenses had not yet been paid.  Attendance and admissions money was down from 2014, but 
some of the other revenue was higher.  
 
Tom Scarsella said that the text of the minutes published in November contained two errors that pertained to the 
volunteer board and that he would detail each, and request that the amended versions be approved.  The first 
error was the omission of the volunteer webmaster as a volunteer board member appointed by the elected 
board.  The second error was the re-insertion of the word άŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎέ in the text which had been struck in an 
earlier revision.  Tom requested a voice vote to approve the corrections as described.  There were no objections 
and the amendments were approved.   
 
We adjourned at 8:25 p.m.  Tom Scarsella 
  Secretary 
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Our collection of toys donated to 
tŀǎŀŘŜƴŀΩǎ άhŦŦƛŎŜǊ {ŀƴǘŀέ 

A few of the folks 
at our December 
Party 



January 2016 

TRAINING DATES for your calendar 
Signup sheets are in the Volunteer Office located in the Kanaka Building.    

To register: call 281-474-2551, ext. 10 

Saturday January 16 

Bats of ABNC: 10 a.m. ς noon 
Location: Classroom 1 
Leader: Margaret Frick 
This class is a great way to get familiar with the many amazing bat species that live in and around 
Armand Bayou.  Join us to learn about these remarkable mammals with activities, specimens, and 
skeletons.  Then discover how to help visitors understand these fascinating and cute little animals, 
which are not only a vital part of the local ecology, but help people by eating mosquitoes and 
moths.  Go batty!  
 

Saturday February 6 or 20 
Volunteer Orientation: 9 a.m. ς 2 p.m.  
Location: Auditorium  
Leader: Liz VanOrstrand  
New and refreshing volunteers can attend either date; the same material will be covered at both. 
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Treasurerõs Report October 2015 Meeting Snacks & Drinks 

The social portions of our meetings are enhanced with finger 

food snacks and beverages; please sign up for one month, either 

one: 

 

 SNACKS      DRINKS 

JANUARY (appreciation dinner) 

FEBRUARY x      Polly Swerdlin 

MARCH x      x 

APRIL x      x 

MAY    (pot luck picnic) 

AUGUST Eleanor Stanley      x 

SEPTEMBER Polly Swerdlin      x 

OCTOBER x      x 

NOVEMBER x      x 

DECEMBER     (pot luck dinner) 

 
 

Signup is on a clipboard in the Volunteer Office 

Beginning Balance    $2162.96 

Expenditures:               

Postage Feb ð Nov $40.18 

Total Expenditures  $40.18   

Income:             

Harvest Festival Sales $1591.95  

Total Income  $1591.95    

Current Balance    $3714.73 

Cookies $803.95 and Crafts $788 
Thanks to everyone for their contributions and hard 
work! 

The GEM Crew needs your help.  We are in need of spares to perform repairs at ABNC.  Do you have left 
over project material sitting in your garage taking up space?  We can put that to good use.  We need 
electrical, plumbing, and irrigation materials as well as hardware such as screws, nuts, nails; anything and 
everything that will keep ABNC operational.  Treated lumber 2" X 4άΣ 4" X 4άΣ 4" X 6άΣ 6 feet or longer are also 
needed.   In November, we needed molly bolts to attach a light fixture to the ceiling in the Interpretive Lab, 
but only had one as a spare.   

If you need further information, please contact Fred Swerdlin at 281.488.8193 



January 2016 

Education Department Page 
Leaders and Helpers needed for these events 

Contact Heather 281-474-2551, ext. 14 

Are you on 
Facebook?  

If so, join other 
current and past 

volunteers and staff 
to share comments 

and news about 
happenings at ABNC.  

First and Third Sundays 2016 
Zach Martin in Education is the POC for the projects  

(Sponsored by Dow Chemical of Deer Park) 
 

January ð Fire é Works! 

February ð Birds 

March ð Eggs 

April ð Earth Day 

May ð Snakes 

June ð Turtles 

July ð Alligators 

August ð Mammals 

September ð Preserving ABNC 

October ð Bats 

November ð Bison 

December ð Winter Gardening 
 

 

https://www.kroger.com/community
rewards 

http://www.randalls.com/ShopSt
ores/Good-Neighbor.page 

https://www.facebook.com/pag
es/Armand-Bayou-Nature-
Center-Official-
Page/301870883076?ref=ts 

https://twitter.com/armandbayou 

Easy and continuous 
ways to help ABNC are 
to go shopping, friend 
us, and tweet.  Help us 
get the word out. 

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/ABNCvols/ 

There is still a request for more cereal and cracker boxes, old towels and 
sheets for classes, and (until Dec 5) newspapers (except glossy inserts) for 

the garden project. 
No more paper towel rolls or egg cartons! 

 

Leave in Classroom 2 or with Heather and Kathy 

Thur Jan 28 Science Family Night ς 5:30 p.m. 
Outreach Morales Elementary 
 K ς 4th plus families 
 
 

Contact Heather 281-474-2551, ext. 14 
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January 2016 

Stewardship Page 

TRASH BASH 
APRIL 2, 2016 

Time 
Trash Bash® is a half-day event . Most sites begin at 8 a.m. and activities wrap up by 1:30 p.m. but start 
time, registration and end time vary from location to location.  Please visit http:// www.trashbash.org for 
details.  
 
Get Started! 
To get started, pick a cleanup site near  you.  
Volunteer at any of the sites and receive: Free Lunch - Entertainment - Door Prizes - T-Shirts.  
 

(ABNC does not manage this event, but helps out, encourages members and volunteers  
 to participate, and we all benefit from it with a cleaner environment.) 

Clean It Like You Mean It!  
Every year, thousands of volunteers gather along Texas 
waterways to do their part in cleaning up the environment 
by participating in the largest single day waterway cleanup 
in the state of Texas, the River, Lakes, Bays Ψb Bayous Trash 
Bash®. 
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5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ ƻƴ !.b/Ωǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΚ 
http:// www.abnc.org/video-gallery.html ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ 
ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƛǎ {ƪȅƘŀǿƪ ±ƛŘŜƻ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōƛǊŘΩǎ ŜȅŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
entrance.  Hope they do others and go further. 

http://www.trashbash.org/2016-trash-bashreg.html
http://www.trashbash.org/2016-trash-bashreg.html
http://www.abnc.org/video-gallery.html
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January 2016 Bayou Foliage deadline: 3rd Thursday of each month.  

If you have to cancel, please do your best to find your own replacement. If you 

cannot, please notify your coordinator AND the Front Desk. If you can cover 

for any open slots, please call the coordinator for that event. When you arrive 

at ABNC for your duty, please check in at the Front Desk. 

ABNC Volunteer Duty Roster ð January Weekends 

DATE  

10:00 Trails  

Karen Sutera  

281-474-5087 

2:00 Trails  

Karen Sutera  

281-474-5087 

Greeters  

Polly Swerdlin  

281-814-4606 

Natural History 

Demos  

Polly Swerdlin  

281-814-4606  

Farm House  

Interpreters  

Polly Swerdlin  

281-814-4606 

Farm Life     

Demos  

Polly Swerdlin  

281-814-4606  

 

01-02 
Madeleine 

Barnes Julia Knutson Jane Bingel 

Susan Hesley 

Yarn Dolls 

First 

Sunday 

01-03 Ken Russell 

Zach Martin 

Fire Julia Knutson 

BAW&S on site 

 

 

 

01-09 Leda Parker Julia Knutson 

Madeleine Barnes 

Bison Polly Swerdlin 

HABA on site 

Jane Bingel 

Stereoscope 

George 

Foreman 

1949 

01-10   Karen Sutera Julia Knutson 

Eleanor Stanley 

Reptiles 

Kathie Stocker 

Crochet 

01-16 Polly Swerdlin Julia Knutson Jane Bingel 

Third 

Sunday 

01-17 
Liz 

VanOrstrand Tina Bass 

Zach Martin 

Fire Helen Harger 

Julia Knutson 

Fabric 

 

01-23 Laura Vincent Karen Sutera Julia Knutson 

Jane Bingel 

Birds Polly Swerdlin 

Ray Parker 

Rope Making 

MaryLou 

Retton 

1968 

01-24 Laura Vincent 

Charlotte Gogola 

Bird Adaptations Polly Swerdlin 

Julia Knutson 

Fabric 

01-30 Julia Knutson Laura Vincent 

Zel Arbuckle 

Stovetop Beans 

Nolan Ryan 

1947 

01-31 Karen Sutera 

Margaret Frick 

Snakes Jill Macomber 

Nancy Saint 

Yarn Dolls 
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January 2016 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 58828 

Houston, TX 77258 
 

Location: 

8500 Bay Area Boulevard 

Pasadena, TX 77507 
 

Phone: 281-474-2551 

Web: www.abnc.org 

Volunteer Web Page: 

www.abncvols.org 
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During the last several years, there has been an aluminum recycling program at ABNC.  There are 
four 55-gallon drums out in the parking lot for aluminum cans.  Help us fill them.  
  
We have also recycled ABNC Copper /  Brass /  Bronze /  Chrome /  Stainless Steel for cash. 
  
We would like to expand that collection from the volunteers.  If you have any of these listed 
items, please bring them in and place them on the table outside of the Maintenance 
Building.  Additionally, any used Bathroom /  Kitchen Fixtures, Copper or Aluminum wiring /  LP 
Gas Piping /  Tubing, Valves, and Fittings to be placed onto the table as well.  
  
All proceeds will go to the Facilities Group in purchasing items needed by Facilities. 
  
Thank You 
 

Another Memo From the GEM Crew 


