Armand Bayou
Nature Center
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Volunteer
Newsletter

DECEMBER

4 Prairie Friday 8:30 a.m.

5 Stewardship Saturday 8 a.m.
Burn Class 10 a.m.

6 First Sunday 12 p.m

10 Volunteermeeting 6:30 p.m.
(Pot Luck Supper)

11 Prairie Friday 8:30 a-m

12 2d Saturday Bird Count 7 a.m.
Guided Canoe Trip 8 a.m.
Guardians of the Gardens 8:30 a.m.

17 Bayou Foliageadline 10 p.m.

18 Prairie Friday 8:30 a.m.

19 Christmas Bird Count 6 a.m.
Stewardship Saturday 8 a.m.

20 Third Sunday 12 p.m

21-23 EceCamp

25 Christmas

28-30 EceCamp

Upcoming Months:
Jan 16 Bats 10 a.m.
Feb 6 and 20 9 a.m.
New Volunteer Orientation
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Bayou Foliage

December Meeting:
Pot Luck Holiday Party

The Volunteer Board provides meats (ham and turkey) so please
bringa sidedishor dessert Includeyour familyto enjoytime with

us. D o nforget your plates and suchto save using paper and
plastic

If you have a favorite Christmasor Hanukkahmemory, be it ages
agoor recently,up North or at the Nature Center,yoursor a family
member's pleasewrite it up in a paragraphor two to be read
during dinner  Thenwe will put them all in a scrapbookto be
addedto the Library Theideabeingwe wantto addto a collection
of storiesabout peoplewho usedto live here or in the area,about
peoplewho now volunteerand work here,arich resourcematerial
for the future. If youcannotmakeit to the dinner, but wishto add

your story, pleasesendit to liz@abnarg

The Volunteer Board has decided to join the PasadenaPolice
Depart moOmt $ & retPeodgram It provides toys and
necessities,such as clothing for underprivilegedchildren in the
Pasadenacommunity Pleasebring a new, unwrappeditem any
time after November28 up until our meeting December10 and
placeit underthe decoratedtree in the auditorium. Thefollowing
day, we will take them to CommunityServiceon Fairmont Keep
in mind that the recipientswill be childrenbetween5 and 12 years

old. é
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FROMQOUR YOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

I would like to thankeveryonefor comingout this pastweekendandhelpingwith thisy e a r
Martyn FarmHarvestFestival Of the 174 activevolunteerswe have,102 volunteerscameout
andenjoyedan amazingveekend,alongwith 13 teensand 75 vendorsand entertainers

I would like to givea big shoutout to our new volunteers,from the Septembertrainings,
manyof whom showedup to help,learn,andhopefullyto geta better ideaof what we areall
about Toour dedicatedfacilitiesteam, for all the hard work doneto help get usall setup and cleanedup
Toall the chairpersondor organizingheir activitiesand makingsureeveryonehad what they needed Toall
the peoplethat donatedcraftsand bakedgoods,we will haveplenty for a verynicewishlistin 2016 Most of
all, to the MFHFcommittee, who haveworked sincelast Januaryto ensurea successfutestival,all that hard
work did pay off. Again,from the bottom of my heart, thankyouall.
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Attention Gardensand Facilities- | will need a favor of anyonethat hasworkedin the RainGarden(around
the HanaBuilding) | am sureeveryoneis trackingtheir hourson the website,but | havebeenaskedif | could
getyour hoursjust for the rain garden If you could, pleasesendme an emailwith any hoursyou might have
it would be very helpful.

All our hours need to be posted by early January If anyoneis havingissueswith the volunteer website
pleaselet me know. | understandthat Gayewill be completingthe hoursfor 2015by Januans™.

Pleaseremember that if you work for one of the following corporations, Armand Bayou Nature
Centerhasalreadybeen approvedfor Matching Gifts In many casest is not just your donation but
the valueof yourvolunteertime. Pleasecheckwith your companyto seeif this alsoappliesto you.

AIG Air Products Albemarle Benevity Boeing BP
Citgo ConocoPhillips ElPaso ExxonMobil Halliburton IBM
Lyondell Starbucks Shell

Chair OPEN

ViceChair Joe Bryan 4099334087 grahmybear@yahoo.com

Secretary Tom Scarsella 832-221-3752 frozencat@earthlink.net

Treasurer Eleanor Stanley 7134551502 no email

Administration Gaye Batiz 7135185759 gayebatiz@aol.com

WeekendDIGs * Polly Swerdlin 281-814-4606 pmswerdlin@gmail.com

Weekend Trails KarenSutera 281-4745087 ksutera@galenaparkisd.com

WeekdayEdu. Madeleine Barnes 281-474-9406 dwbmkb@aol.com

Foliage Outreach Susan Millsap 2815386695 susan.millsap@yahoo.com

proof reader: Facilities James Frantz 281-470-0946 jefrantz@sbcglobal.net

Vicki Atkins Stewardship Edward Craven  917-921-8290 edward.d.craven@gmail.com
Bayou Foliag&ditor  Polly Swerdlin 281-814-4606 pmswerdlin@gmail.com
Webmaster ShawnGano 8323141608 webmaster@abncvols.org

Armand Bayou
Nature Center
Volunteer Board
2015

* Demonstrators, Interpreters & Greeters

Susan Millsap = Ext10 Kathy Gardner Ext13 Mark Kramer = Ext31** new
Staff Roster Mike Maglitto Ext10 Heather Millar Ext14 Facil_ities . Ext26 **
281-474.2551 TomKartrude  Extll . Jessica Collier Ext 17

Marketing Ext22 ** LizvVanOrstrand Ext 18 Zach Roper Ext 20

Emails ardirstname@abnc.orgi.e.: tom@abnc.org
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VOLUNTEEREETING/MINUEES

November 122015
Joe Bryan, acting chair, called the meeting to orde3:48 p.m.

We have two training sessions comimg; Burn Training, December 5 and Bats on January 16Matigaret
Fricke.

Lizrequires application forms and background checks be on file fepkihteers,and that we submitheseas
quickly as we can. The forms are included in the updated volunteer handhbabik availableon-line. The
volunteer audit is completeWe nowhavel74activevolunteers.

Volunteerswho had been out in the morning to help with tlset upfor the Harvest Festival were askexstand
and be recognized Newvolunteers were welcometb ABNC. Some students from UHCL were going to be out at
ABNdor service hours at the Festival and should be engaged

Thepotluck breakfast for the Harvest festival would be in classroom 2 from eight to nine on Saturday
auxiliary parking for the festival will be behind the H&iasbarg=ducation Building andill be limitedthis year.
The field where volunteers traditionally have parked is still too wet for use.p@tieéngbehind the HGEB wiill
only be open for volunteers arriving before 10 and will likely fill betbet. Oncefull, volunteers will either have
to use the free shuttles from UHCL or use the paid parkitigeimain lot. Shuttles will be running starting at 9
Volunteersneeding costumes may stop by the farmhouse on Friday. Julia haspefimg-appropriate clothing
items to share

Volunteertraining is set for Februay and 20 othe comingyear. TheABNC Gala will be on April.28he
auditorium will be decorated for the holidays on NovemB8&rstarting at9 a.m.

Thevolunteer potluck dinner meeting will be at our next meeting on December 10. Please bringa phsts.
Karen is donating prizes for the contest and we are having a Toys for Tots collectiomaietirey.

ABNGwill be open all week during Thanksgivimgek,except for Thanksgiving Day. Trail leadersséitneeded.
Check the calendar and contact Karen if you can cover a trail walk that week

The slate for the 2016 Volunteer Board was reéfd

Chair- EdCraven Greeters and Interpreters Polly Swerdlin*

Vice Chair Joe Bryan WeekdayFarm and Outdoor EducatienEdithErsling
Secretary- TomScarsella Outreach— Margaret Fricke

Treasurer KarenSutera Facilities- Jim Frantz

WeekendDemos- Polly Swerdlin Stewardship- Ed Craven*

Weekend Tra#Leda Parker Guardians of the GardersSambDinsmore

Ed Cravetas generously said that he is willing to coordinate stewardship in addition to standing for chair. Polly
is also willing to take on an additional position. Our bylaws state that we must publish the slate before the board
elections. If any volunteer would like to join the Board and take on one of the addifios#ions,they would be
welcome to stand for election at our December meeting. We would be required to vote on and pass waiving the
publication requirement before the election.

The Guardians of the Garden have a work party scheduled for the McGovern Discovery Areaah8:30
on Saturday, November 21.

We adjourned at 8:32 PM.

o
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TRANING DATES foryaut«calendar

Signup sheets are in the Volunteer Office located in the Kanaka Building.
To register: call 281-474-2551 ext. 10

SaturdayDec5

Prescribed BurrClass: 10 a.ng, 2 p.m.

Location:Auditorium

Leader: Markramer

Required class prior to joining burn crew. Once taken, not required unless refresher is desired. To
register for this one, contact Zack Ropeack@abnc.ordSee page 6 for more details)

Saturday Januar{6

Bats of ABNC10 a.m.c noon

Location: Classroom 1

Leader: MargareFErick

This class is a great way to get familigth the many amazing bat species that live in and around
Armand BayouJoin us to learn about these remarkable mammals with activities, specimens, and
skeletons. Then discover how to help visitors understand these fascinating and cute little animals that
are not only a vital part of the locatology but help people by eating mosquitoes and motl@zo batty!

Saturday February 6 or 20

VolunteerOrientation: 9 a.m.¢ 2 p.m.

Location: Auditorium

Leader: Li¥anOrstrand

New and refreshing volunteers can attend eitliate; the samenaterial will be covered at both.

The GEMCrewneedsyour help. We are in need of sparesto perform repairsat ABNC Do you haveleft
over project material sitting in your garagetaking up space? We can put that to good use We need
electrical,plumbing, & irrigation materialsalongwith hardwaresuchas screws,nuts, nails anythingand
everythingthat will keepABNGoperational Treatedlumber2' X4* 4" X4“ 4" X6" 6 feetor longerarealso -,
needed Today,November24, we needed molly bolts to attach a light fixture to the ceiling in the 4
Interpretive Lab,but onlyhadoneasaspare

If you need furthelinformation, please contacEFred Swerdlin a281.488.8193

Tr eas urCetob@31l5 R e Memtmg Snacks & Drinks

Beginning Balance $2057.45 The social portions of our meetings are enhanced with finger
food snacks and beverages; please sign up for one month, eithe
Expenditures: one:
GreenFolders  $20.93 SNACKS DRINKS
Total Expenditures $20.93 DECEMBER (pot luck dinner)
Income: JANUARY (appreciation dinner)
FEBRUARY X Polly Swerdlin
Metal Recycle $126.44 MARCH X X
APRIL X X
Total Income  $126.44 MAY (pot luck picnic)
AUGUST Eleanor Stanley X
Current Balance $2162.96 T SR 3
) ] _ |OCTOBER X X
As we go to press, Cookies and Crafts booths did quite | NOVEMBER X X

well at Festival: $1592 which is $328 more than in 2014.
Thanks to everyone for their donations! Signup is on a clipboard in the Volunteer Office
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Easy and continuous
ways to help ABNC are
to go shopping, friend
us, and tweet. Help us
get the word out.

https://www.kroger.com/community
rewards

Randatts |

http://www.randalls.com/ShopSt
ores/GoodNeighbor.page

https://www.facebook.com/pag
es/ArmandBayouNature-
CenterOfficiat
Page/3018708830767ref=ts

twitter

.

https://twitter.com/armandbayou

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/ABNCvols/

Are you on
Facebook?

If so, join other
current and past
volunteers and staff
to share comments
and news about
happenings at ABNC.

December 2015

EducationiDepartmentPage

Leaders and Helpers needed for these events
Contact Heather 281 474 2551, ext. 14

Thu Dec 3 Handson-History 10 a.m=-noon
Hike 1p.m-3pm.
43 kids- 6t grade

FriDec 11 Reptiles and Trails 10 a.mnoon
73 kids-5 years to high schoghomeschoolers)

ContactHeather 281 474 2551, ext4

There is still a reque$br morecereal and cracker boxes, old towels and
sheets for classes, and (until Dec 5) newspapers (except glossy inserts) fi
the garden project.
No more paper towel rolls or egg cartons!

Leave in Classroom 2 or with Heather and Kathy

Holiday EceCamp: December 24.23 and 28¢ 30

Repair done by Tom Scarsella®: :
Thanks!

Mc Govern

First and Third Sundays

Zach Martin in Education is the POC for the projects
(Sponsored by Dow Chemical of Deer Park)
Decembero Mammals
JanuaryoFi r e € r ks
Februaryd Birds
March & Eggs

-



StewardshiprRage

VOLUNTEER BURIRAININGLASS
DEC. 52015

StewardshipCoordinatorMark Kramerwill be conducting
a Volunteer Burn-Training Classfor those who haven't
attendedpreviousclasses We will be focusingon the use
of prescribedfire at the NatureCenter

Fireis perhaps the most dramatic and least understood element of prairie ecology, and an important tool
for prairierestoration and maintenancelf you have never worked on a controlled burn but wish to do so,
this isan important class to attend.

We'llbe discussing fire ecology, fire behavior, laws and regulations, burning techniques, safety, and
equipment use. If you are interested in attending any future burns, please plan to attend thisTalass.
register, email Zach Roper at zach@abnc.org.

Theclass will be hel®&aturday, December 5th, from &m. through 2 p.m Bring water, a lunch, andgon-
flammable fieldclothes andubber boots Attending this class will be required to participate in any future
burns.

If you have attended a previous class, attendance is not required
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FromWikipedia

° \\ Controlledburns have a long history in wildland management Pre-agricultural societies
[ used fire to regulate both plant and animal life. Fire history studies have documented
periodicwildlandfiresignited by indigenouspeoplesin North Americaand Australia

Fires,both naturally causedand prescribed were once part of naturallandscapesn many
areas Studieshave shown that between the mid Holoceneand the 17th century AD,
wildland fires annuallyburned between 45.0% and 87.5% of presentday California'stotal
land, for example Thesepracticesendedin the early 20th century when USfire policies
were enactedwith the goalsof suppressingll fires. Sincel995 the USForestServicehas
slowlyincorporatedburningpracticesinto its forest managemenpolicies

. &
s

Backburningis a techniqueutilizedin controlledburningand during wildfire events While
controlled burns utilize backburning during plannedfire eventsto create a "black line",

backburning or backfiringis alsodone to stop a wildfire that is alreadyin progress Back
burningis away of reducingthe amount of flammablematerialduringa controlledburn or

wildfire by startingsmallfires alonga man madeor naturalfirebreakin front of a mainfire

front. It is calledbackburningbecausethe smallfires are designedto 'burn backtowards
the main fire front' and are usuallyburning and travelingagainstgroundlevel winds The
basicreasonfor backburningis sothat there islittle materialthat canburn whenthe main
fire reachesthe burnt area Firebreaksare often usedasan anchorpoint to start a line of

firesalongnaturalor manmadefeaturessuchasariver, road or a bulldozedclearing
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If you have to cancel, please do your best to find your own replacement. If you

cannot, please notify your coordinator AND the Front Desk. If you can cover
for any open slots, please call the coordinator for that event.When you arrive
at ABNC for your duty, please check in at the Front Desk.

Natural History Farm House Farm Life
10:00 Trails 2:00 Trails Greeters Demos Interpreters Demos
Karen Sutera | Karen Sutera |Polly Swerdlin | Polly Swerdlin | Polly Swerdlin | Polly Swerdlin
DATE 281-474-5087 | 281-474-5087 | 281-814-4606 | 281-814-4606 | 281-814-4606 | 281-814-4606
Liz Madeleine Barn Susan Hesley|
12-05 VanOrstrand Julia Knutsony  Vultures JaneBingel Yarn Dolls
First \\
Sunday o* Madeleine ZachMartin BAW&Son site
12-06 Barnes Ken Russell| Mammals | Polly Swerdlin
HABA on site
Madeleine JaneBingel
1212 Leda Parker Barnes Julia Knutson Polly Swerdlin| Stereoscope
< Lana Sims
Mary Todd Herbs for Christma
Lincoln Eleanor Stanle Tom Scarse”a
12-13 Joe Bryan Reptiles Polly Swerdlin Woodshop
Laura Vincent
TBD
1219 Laura Vincen{ Polly Swerdlif KarenSutera Snakes JaneBingel Rope Making
Third oy
Sunday [ T4 ZachMartin
12-20 KarenSutera| Julia Knutsol  Mammals | Polly Swerdlin
Jane Bingel
12-26 Birds JillMacomber
Louis
Pasteur Julia Knutson
1227 Eleanor Stanle]  Farm Life

Bayou Foliage deadline: 3rd Thursday of each month.



Mailing Address.
P.O. Box 58828
Houston, TX 77258

Location:
8500 Bay Area Boulevard
Pasadena, TX 77507

Phone: 284474-2551
Web: www.abnc.org

Volunteer Web Page:
www.abncvols.org

Sunrise and Sunset Guided Photo Walks

Schedules available at ABNC or online at www.abne.org

'F_’" vi{}:ﬁ ] =
Prior Reservatlons Requmed Rt oy Rty Cimes
Please make your reservations by phone 8500 Bay Area Bivd.
(281-474-2551) or in person at ABNC. Pasadena, Texas 77507

Fee payment is required at the time of reservation. VER e
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