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SEPTEMBER   

5 Prairie Friday 

6  Stewardship Saturday 

11 Volunteer Board meet-
ing, 5:30 pm  

11 Volunteer meeting 6:30 
pm, auditorium 

12 Prairie Friday 

13 Volunteer Orientation 

9am-noon 

18 Bayou Foliage deadline 

19 Prairie Friday 

20 Volunteer Orientation, 

9am-noon 

20 Stewardship Saturday 

21 Sundays In Nature,   

1-3 pm 

26 Prairie Friday 

27 Reptile Handling & Dem-
onstrations, 10-noon 

 

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities 

 

VOLUNTEER MEETING 
September 11, 2014 

 

6:30 social 

7:00 program 

8:00 business meeting 

When you are finished 

with this publication 

please recycle it. 

Thanks! 

September 13 ð Volunteer Orientation 9am -noon  
Open to all potential volunteers and current volunteers who would like a refresher.  This first pro-
gram focuses on the Forest and the Bayou. The program consists of classroom and outdoor activi-

ties. Details can be obtained from heather@abnc.org or gayebatiz@aol.com. See flyer on page 4  
  

September 20 ð Volunteer Orientation 9am -noon  
Open to all potential volunteers and current volunteers who would like a refresher.  This second 
program focuses on the Facilities, Gardens, Prairie and Farm House.  The program consists of class-

room and outdoor activities ð details from heather@abnc.org or gayebatiz@aol.com.  
 

September 27 ð Reptile Handling & Demonstrations 10am - noon  
Open to all potential and current volunteers. The two-part program consists of one hour pre-
sented by Jessica Collier introducing our animals and how to handle them safely, followed by a one 

hour presentation by Margaret Frick on how to do a reptile demonstration. Sign up is re-

quired. The signup sheet is available in the volunteer office. For more information contact 
heather@abnc.org. 
  

October 4 ð òMission to Marsh.ó  Our first major fund raiser of 2014   

This event is held on site, dinner is served, followed by musical entertainment with a silent auction 

running during the evening.  Help is needed in all areas from sponsorship to tear down. More infor-
mation will be circulated in the near future. 
  

October 11 ð Prairie Pandemonium 8am to noon    
Join other enthusiastic volunteer groups and individuals to take part in a mass planting experi-

ence. One area of our 700 acres of prairie is mowed in readiness for planting prairie grasses such 
as Eastern Gamma Grass and Switch Grass. Prior registration is required.  See flyer on page 4  

and contact Zach Roper  zach@abnc.org for more information. 
 

October 11 - Hands on History Training   9am-noon  
Open to all potential and current volunteers. This training prepares volunteers to assist at our an-

nual Martyn Farm Harvest Festival. Full training will be given on cheese and butter making, yarn 
dolls, rope and others. For more information contact Polly Swerdlin pmswerdlin@gmail.com or 

Heather Millar heather@abnc.org. 
 

November 1 - All about Bison  10-11am  
Open to all potential and current volunteers.  All you need to know about bison presented by 

Madeleine Barnes. Sign up is required; sheet is available in volunteer office.  For more information 

contact Madeleine Barnes dwbmkb@aol.com or  Heather Millar heather@abnc.org 
 

November 1 - How to do an Outreach Program 11am -noon  
Open to all potential and current volunteers.  This presentation by Susan Millsap shows partici-

pants how to set up for outreach and the different types of programs we offer. Sign up is required; 

sheet is available in volunteer office. For more information contact Susan Millsap 
susan.millsap@yahoo.com or Heather Millar heather@abnc.org. 

(Continued on page 6) 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT8573_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT8574_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT8575_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT8576_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT8577_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT8579_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT8580_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT8581_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT8582_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT8583_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT8584_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT8585_com_zimbra_email%22));


 

 From the Chair  

Barbara Baxter    Ext 18 

Kathy Gardner  Ext 13 

Eloise Harper     

Dave Kovach   Ext 16 

Tom Kartrude  Ext 11  

Mark Kramer   Ext 15 

Jessica Collier   Ext 17 

Jennifer Logsdon  Ext 10 

Susan Millsap  Ext 10 

Heather Millar   Ext 14 

Janice Schrager  Ext 12 
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Armand Bayou 

Nature Center 

Volunteer 

Board 

2014 

Chair   Liz VanOrstrand  281-480-8296 lizvanorstrand@hotmail.com 

Vice-chair  Joe Bryan  409-933-4087 grahmybear@yahoo.com 

Secretary  Sam Dinsmore  281-461-6270 samngary@att.net 

Treasurer  Eleanor Stanley  713-455-1502 no email 

Administrative  Gaye Batiz  713-518-5759 gayebatiz@aol.com 

Weekend demos  Polly Swerdlin  281-814-4606  pmswerdlin@gmail.com 

Weekend trails  Karen Sutera  281-474-5087 ksutera@galenaparkisd.com 

Greeters/Interpreters Polly Swerdlin  281-814-4606  pmswerdlin@gmail.com 

Weekday Education Madeleine Barnes 281-474-9406 dwbmkb@aol.com 

Outreach  Susan Millsap  281-538-6695 susan.millsap@yahoo.com 

Facilities  Jim Frantz  281-470-0946 jefrantz@sbcglobal.net 

Stewardship  Ed Craven  917-921-8290 edward.d.craven@gmail.com 

Webmaster   Shawn Gano   832-314-1608 shawn@gano.name 

Bayou Foliage editor Mary Alice Trumble 281-435-5788 matrumble27@comcast.net 

Staff 

Roster 

B A Y O U  F O L I A G E  

Email addresses are ôfirstnameõ@abnc.org. Example: mark@abnc.org 

Reporting from Weekday Education ð 

Madeleine K. Barnes 

In lieu of the article from our chairperson, Liz Van-

Orstrand, this month I will be highlighting what 

goes on in weekday education towards reconnect-

ing others with nature and what your volunteer 

coordinator for that area does during their term of 

office. Currently, weekday education recruits vol-

unteer leaders and buddies (teachers & assis-

tants) to teach specific modules to young students 

during school field trips, home school sessions, 

day care field trips, and adults on a variety of top-

ics. An example may be a lesson on Pond Life for 

3rd graders which includes a observation session 

at the pond, specimen collection, and discussion 

of water habitat and the interaction of water qual-

ity and ecosystem components. Volunteers begin 

as assistants until they become knowledgeable 

about the curriculum and can assume part of the 

presentation and leadership responsibility for the 

class. A teaching or science background is not 

required as you will have the opportunity to learn 

the subject material. A schedule of classes is kept 

at the education office listing dates, times and 

number and ages of participants. These programs 

are scheduled through staff members, Heather 

and Kathy, who deal directly with the school or  

group. The volunteer coordinator emails the 

monthly schedule to volunteers who can sign up to 

lead/assist with these classes. If classes are 

added or re-scheduled or cancelled, notifications 

are also sent out by the coordinator. The schedule 

is also posted on the calendar of the volunteer 

website. The coordinator is an active participant in 

interfacing with the education volunteers. During 

volunteer orientation, the coordinator greets atten-

dees and presents volunteer education and train-

ing opportunities and gets to know new volunteers 

and their interests/backgrounds. New education 

volunteersõ email addresses are added to the dis-

tribution list and welcomed via email. The coordi-

nator is also responsible to assist education staff 

or other volunteers with training sessions for both 

new and/or ongoing volunteers. In addition, the 

coordinator participates on the volunteer board by 

attending monthly meetings and taking an active 

(Continued on page 8) 

Liz VanOrstrand 

Volunteer  Chair  

2014 

mailto:lizvanorstrand@hotmail.com
mailto:samngary@att.net
mailto:gayebatiz@aol.com
mailto:pmswerdlin@gmail.com
mailto:ksutera@galenaparkisd.com
mailto:pmswerdlin@gmail.com
mailto:dwbmkb@aol.com
mailto:susan.millsap@yahoo.com
mailto:jefrantz@sbcglobal.net
mailto:edward.d.craven@gmail.com
mailto:shawn@gano.name
mailto:matrumble@verizon.net


Volunteer Meeting Thursday, September 11, 2014... 
 

A WaterSmart Park for League City  

Speaker: Charriss York 

The 3.75 acre Ghirardi Family WaterSmart Park in League City 

was designed based on the three principles of WaterSmart 

Landscapes: water conservation, water quality, and habitat for 

wildlife. Charriss York will explain how low impact develop-

ment techniques, including rain gardens and swales, were 

used to create the unique and beautiful WaterSmart Park.   

Volunteer Meeting Minutes April 10, 2014 
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Treasurerõs Report July 2014 

Beginning Balance   $2849.68 

Expenditures:        

Total Expenditures  0  

Income:             

Total Income  0  

Current Balance   $2849.68 

Joe Bryan, Volunteer Vice Chairman, introduced the speaker 

for the evening, T. J. Fox.  Mr. Fox, who has an interesting and 

varied natural history background, gave a program on òEarly 

Man in Texas,ó starting with the early inhabitants of Butter 

Milk Creek in the Pan-Handle of Texas around 15,000 BC to 

the decline of the Karankawa in the mid-nineteenth century. 

He follows their journey across Texas through the centuries 

ending along the Gulf Coast around Galveston Island. These 

people were hunter/gatherers, moving as their food supplies 

warranted. Thanks to Mr. Fox for sharing this informative pro-

gram with us. 

 

Chair, Liz VanOrstrand made announcements on up-coming 

volunteer training, including Birding, Reptiles, and Bison. She 

also announced that the Education Department. could use 

some help in cutting out kits for use in classes. If interested, 

these can be picked up at the Education Office or Admissions 

Desk. If any Volunteers would like to contribute an article for 

Bayou Foliage, please submit it to the Editor of Bayou Foliage, 

Mary Alice Trumble. She receives mail at ABNC, or at her 

email address, matrumble27@comcast.com. 

 

Liz announced that the nature center will be open on holidays 

that fall on a Monday except for Christmas and New Year. The 

center has previously been closed on those Mondays. 

 

There were approximately 40 people in attendance, including 

several members. A thank you goes to all those who provided 

food and drinks for the social time. This is a wonderful half-

hour to get to know your fellow volunteers. 

Sam Dinsmore 

Secretary 

Welcome, New Volunteers 
 

The following people have completed Volun-

teer Orientation and/or Burn Training and 

are cleared for take-off. We welcome you as a mem-

ber of the ABNC Volunteer Corps. Fly high! 

 

Ian Boyd  

Hina Liaqat  

Gregory Nenninger  

Darien Teague  

mailto:matrumble27@comcast.com
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B A Y O U  F O L I A G E  

Sign 

up 

now! 
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B A Y O U  F O L I A G E  

November 8 & 9 ð Martyn Farm Harvest Festival 10 am ð5pm  
Our second major fundraiser of the year.  Volunteers are needed to take part recreating life at the turn of the century. This 
huge two-day event needs MANY volunteers. Sign up sheets are in the volunteer office and at monthly meetings through-

out October. For information, contact Liz VanOrstrand - lizvanorstrand@hotmail.com. See flyer on page 5 . 
  

November 22 ð Pond Life 10am -noon  

Open to potential and current volunteers. Learn about the aquatic life in our ponds.  Outdoor activities; dress accordingly.   
Sign up is in the volunteer office.  For more information contact Heather Millar heather@abnc.org. 
  

December 11 ð  Volunteer Christmas Party Pot Luck 6:30 pm  
  

December 20 - Christmas Bird Count  7am -3:30 pm   
Our annual bird count activity sends groups of birders out to all areas within a 15 mile radius of ABNC.  Open to all levels 

of birders; no experience necessary. Registration is required, for information contact Martha Hood at lazuli007@yahoo.com 

  
 

Regular Activities  
  

Prairie Friday  - Every Friday  
Join our dedicated group of volunteers to help restore and maintain our prairie acres.  Meet 8.30 am in the front parking 

lot/nursery area.  For more information, contact zach@abnc.org or mark@abnc.org 
 

Stewardship Saturdays ñ1st and 3rd Saturdays   
Weekend volunteers who help Stewardship by participating in various activities. Meet 8.30am in the front parking lot. For 

more information contact edward.d.craven@gmail.com  
  

Facilities Group - Tuesday /Thursday mornings  
Help keep ABNC in tip top condition. Help is needed for mowing, building repairs and building and equipment maintenance. 
Contact Dave Kovach k4447@sbcglobal.net, 832-204-2170, or James Frantz jefrantz@sbcglobal.net, 281-470-0946. 
 

Weekday Education (including summer and winter camps)   
Join our team of Education volunteers to lead field trips for schools from the Houston area. Full training is given. If you 

would like to join our team of instructors or just help out, contact Heather Millar on 281-474-2551 x 14 email 
heather@abnc.org or Madeleine Barnes, 281-474-9406 email dwbmkb@aol.com. 
 

Volunteer Meeting - Monthly except June and July  6:30 pm  
6:30 social; 7-8 pm program; 8-8:30 business meeting 
 

 Audubon Bird Survey - 2nd Saturday 7 am  
Meet in the front parking lot. Join a group of birders to count birds in the nature center.  Open to all levels of birders, this 

is a great opportunity to improve your bird watching skills. For information contact  Andrew Hamlett, 
bachwblr@yahoo.com. 
  

Sundayõs in Nature - 3rd Sunday of the month  
September 21 ð Wildlife Day; October 19 ð Habitats/Bison; Nov 16 ð Squirrels and Nuts; Dec 21 ð Conservation.    

Themed event with DOW-sponsored free admission.  Volunteers are needed for demonstrations and trails. Contact 
Heather Millar for more information.  Heather@abnc.org 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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ABNC Volunteer Duty RosterñSeptember  

DATE  

10:00 Trails  

Karen Sutera  

281-474-5087 

2:00 Trails  

Karen Sutera  

281-474-52-087 

Greeters  

Polly Swerdlin  

281-814-4606 

Cultural  

Interpreters  

Polly Swerdlin  

281-814-4606 

Natural History 

Demos  

Polly Swerdlin  

281-814-4606  

Farm Life 

Demos  

Polly Swerdlin  

281-814-4606  

9/1 
Liz 

VanOrstrand Karen Sutera 

  

 

Stan Krauhs Eleanor Stanley OPEN  

Julia Knutson 

Fabric 

9/6 Leda Parker Karen Sutera 

  
 

 

Ed Adams 

10am:  
Julia Knutson 
1- 4pm:  
Jane Bingel 

Madeleine  

Barnes  

Vultures 

  
Susan Hesley 
Yarn Dolls 

9/7  

Madeleine  

Barnes Ken Russell Julia Knutson 

  
Eleanor Stanley 

Reptiles 

Polly Swerdlin 

Stereoscope 

9/13 Leda Parker OPEN  OPEN  

10am: 
 Julia Knutson 

1- 4pm:  
Kathie Stocker OPEN 

  
Jane Bingel 

Stereoscope 

9/14  OPEN  

  
 

Zel Arbuckle Julia Knutson 

Gaye Batiz 

Owls, Bird 

Watching 

Sam Dinsmore 

TBA 

9/20 OPEN  Joe Bryan 

  
  

 OPEN   

10am:  
Julia Knutson 

1- 4pm: 
Lana Sims OPEN  

 

OPEN   
9/21 

Sundays in 

Nature 

òWildlife 

Dayó 

 
 

Liz 

VanOrstrand 

  
Stan Krauhs 

  
Polly Swerdlin OPEN   

Nancy Saint 
Yarn Dolls 

Kathie Stocker 

Crochet 

9/27 Polly Swerdlin Karen Sutera  Ed Adams Polly Swerdlin  

  
Jane Bingel 

Birds  OPEN   

 

 

9/28  

Marie  

Asscherick OPEN  

  
Eleanor Stanley 

Odie 

Asscherick 

Bats 

  
Jill Macomber 

TBA 

If you have to cancel, please do your best to find your own replacement. If 

you cannot, please notify your coordinator AND the front desk. If you can 

cover for any open slots, please call the coordinator for that event. When 

you arrive at ABNC for your duty, please check in at the  front desk.  

V O L U M E  3 3 ,  I S S U E  9  

If you can cover for any open slots, please call the coordinator for that activity.  



P.O. Box 58828 

8500 Bay Area Boulevard 

Houston, TX  77258 

Phone: 281-474-2551 

Web: www.abnc.org 

Weõre on the Web! 

www.abncvols.org 

role in supporting volunteer efforts at the nature center. The meetings include verbal reports from each coordinatorõs area as to 

news, issues, needs, and accomplishments from the preceding month and planning activities for various events such as National 

Trails Day or the Martyn Farm Harvest Festival. The board has the responsibility to administer the volunteer funds raised by the volun-

teers during the festival (bake sale, general store, craft table) in order to purchase needed items as approved for the nature center.  

If you or someone you know is interested in assisting in educating others in reconnecting with nature during the weekdays, please let 

me know. Our latest new volunteer orientation sessions will be held on Saturday, September 13 and 20 and pre-registration is re-

quested.  

òNothing in the nature lives for itself. Rivers don't drink their own water. Trees don't eat their own fruit. Sun doesn't give heat for itself. 

Flowers don't spread fragrance for themselves. Living for others is the rule of Nature. ò Author Unknown    

(Continued from page 2) 

 


