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SEPTEMBER   

1 Stewardship Saturday 

1 Photography Hike, 10 am 

1 Owl Prowl 

7 Prairie Friday 

8 Houston Audubon Bird 

Survey; 7 am, parking 

lot 

8 New Volunteer Orien-

tation, auditorium 

13 Volunteer Board meet-

ing., 5:30 pm  

13 Volunteer general meet-

ing, 6:30 pm, audito-

rium 

14 Prairie Friday 

15 Stewardship Saturday 

16 Sundays In Nature,   

1-3 pm 

20 Bayou Foliage deadline 

21 Prairie Friday 

28 Prairie Friday 

29 New Volunteer Ori-

entation, auditorium 

29 Owl Prowl 

A s we gear up for the fall Orientation for new volunteers, we are reminded how important 

our outreach opportunities are when It comes to recruiting prospective volunteers, mem-

bers and visitors. Every time we reach out to the community with our best foot forward we are 

encouraging others to step forward to support ABNC in one way or another. While all the fol-

lowing opportunities may not be in time to recruit for fall orientation, they will be most helpful 

in advertising our educational programs, events and spring volunteer orientation.  

Susan Millsap has listed the upcoming outreach opportunities and asked for your help. Please 

consider the following dates and let her know if you can help or sign up in the volunteer office. 

(See the volunteer board members on page 2 for her contact information.) 

1.  UHCL Community Service Fair 
Time:  Tuesday September 11; 11-3  

Location:  University of Houston Clear Lake, Bayou Atrium I and Garden Room (Bayou 1510) 
Need 1-2 more people 
The purpose of this outreach is to introduce students to volunteer opportunities in our area. We will have a 

table and talk about ABNC in general and specifically volunteer opportunities. There is also an opportunity 
to make a 15 minute overview presentation (for anyone who wants to make one). There are various envi-
ronmental science programs and there should be many students interested in volunteering at ABNC. It is 

exactly the type of event we should be attending to promote volunteerism. 
 
2.  Volunteer Expo at Bauer College University of Houston, main campus 

Time: Thursday, September 13; 10-2 
Purpose: Promote volunteerism 
Need at least 2 people for this! 

 
3.  Take Me Outdoors Houston 
Time:  Saturday, September 15; 10-3 
Location:  Discovery Green, Downtown Houston 

Need several more people! 
The purpose would be general ABNC information. This is another great opportunity for us. Susan will attend 
from start to finish, but doesn’t have anyone else to help yet. Let her know if you can help! 

 
4.  Pasadena Historical Festival 
Time:  Saturday, October 13; 9am-9 pm and/or Sunday, October 14; 9 am-6 pm 

Location:  Pasadena Fairgrounds--probably in the Campbell Hall building (where we were for the 
Strawberry Festival) 
We will attend in period costumes (late 1800's early 1900's) and perform Hands on History demos. We do 

not have to be there the entire run, but the more people and demos we can provide, the better. This is the 
perfect opportunity to promote Harvest Festival. This should be a lot of fun! 
 

Orientation, Outreach and You! 

 

VOLUNTEER MEETING 
September 13, 2012 

 

6:30 refreshments 

7:00 program 

8:00 business meeting 



 

 From the Chair  

Barbara Baxter    Ext 10 

Kathy Gardner  Ext 13 

Eloise Harper     

Lew Hornung   Ext 16 

Tom Kartrude  Ext 11  

Mark Kramer   Ext 15 

Jessica Collier   Ext 17 

Stacy Holcomb  Ext 10 

Jennifer Logsdon  Ext 10 

Heather Millar   Ext 14 

George Regmund  Ext 31 

Janice Schrager  Ext 12 
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Armand Bayou 

Nature Center 

Volunteer 

Board 

2012 

Chair   Liz VanOrstrand  281-480-8296 lizvanorstrand@hotmail.com 

Vice-chair  Marijn (Ryan) Lijffijt 409 382-6301 marijn.lijffijt@uth.tmc.edu 

Secretary  Jill Macomber  281-957-9934 jillmacomber@comcast.net 

Treasurer  Eleanor Stanley  713-455-1502 no email 

Administrative  Gaye Batiz  713-518-5759 gayebatiz@aol.com 

Weekend demos  Tina Bass  281-744-3384. tinabellmyer@sbcglobal.net 

Weekend trails  Karen Sutera  281-474-5087 ksutera@galenaparkisd.com 

Greeters/Interpreters Stan Krauhs   281-470-2744 krauhs@earthlink.net. 

Weekday Education Madeleine Barnes 281-474-9406 dwbmkb@aol.com 

Outreach  Susan Millsap  281-538-6695 susan.millsap@yahoo.com 

Facilities  Marijn (Ryan) Liffijt 409 382-6301 marijn.lijffijt@uth.tmc.edu 

Stewardship  Ian Kress  281-333-9066 ian.kress@conocophillips.com 

Webmaster   Shawn Gano   832-314-1608 shawn@gano.name 

Bayou Foliage editor Mary Alice Trumble 281-435-5788 matrumble@verizon.net   

Staff 

Roster 

B A Y O U  F O L I A G E  

Email addresses are ‘firstname’@abnc.org. Example: george@abnc.org 

Welcome back to a very busy and exciting sea-

son here at Armand Bayou Nature Center. We 

certainly started our new season with a great 

talk by Dr. Liz Smith on the Whooping Crane. 

Thanks to all who came out and enjoyed the 

evening. I do hope we have even more people 

for next month’s meeting; please remember the 

more the merrier.  

It is always so much fun for me to learn some-

thing new and to help improve on the skills I 

have been honing for the last few years. That is 

one of the things I promised myself, now that I 

am only working part time during the summer. It 

has been a pleasure for me to be able to volun-

teer more during the week. Doing hikes have 

always been something I loved to do, but being 

able to help with “Wash Day” for a class doing 

Hands on History was so much fun for me. I 

have been even trying to improve my birding 

skills, by helping with a monthly bird count and I 

am working towards becoming a boat hand for 

the pontoon trips.  

This fall we are working with staff to provide 

additional training so you have the opportunity 

to learn more and help you feel more comfort-

able in new areas you may be thinking of trying. If 

you haven’t heard, there will be two orientation 

days in September; the 8th and 29th. These ori-

entations will be followed up by different training 

days. We already have dates set for Owl Prowl 

training on October 20 and a “Hands on His-

tory” day on October 27. These training classes 

will not only be for new volunteers, but for any-

one interested in learning new skills.  

Please note, that if you take these classes, we will 

also ask that you sign up to volunteer in these 

areas to help you reinforce what you have 

learned. One excellent way for you to volunteer, 

is to sign up for the Martyn Fall Harvest Festival 

(Continued on page 6) 

Liz VanOrstrand 

Volunteer  Chair 2012 
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VOLUNTEER MEETING PROGRAM 

Thursday, September 13, 2012 

7:00 pm 

 

Don’t forget to count this program as continuing 

education.  

 

...Marijn Liffijt 

Vice-Chair 

Guest speaker at the September volunteer meeting: 
Dr. Romy Burks of Southwestern University in Georgetown on apple snails 

 Please join us September 13 at 7 pm for a presentation by Dr. Romy Burks 

on the apple snail. The apple snail is a non-native, invasive species that, due to its 

minimal needs, feeding habits, and tendency to propagate freely and quickly, has be-

come an economical and ecological disaster in many other countries, specifically 

countries producing rice. The apple snail has proven disastrous for rice fields in other countries and might be a 

threat to rice production in Texas and Louisiana. In addition, these snails outcompete native snail species and 

could disturb the delicate balance of coastal wetland ecologies. Dr. Burks will discuss her research on the impact 

of the Apple snail on the ecology of Texas coastal wetlands, and on whether this snail will represent a threat for 

the Texas agriculture. 

ABNC Volunteer Meeting Minutes August 9, 2012 
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Ryan Liffijt, Vice Chair, introduced Liz Smith, Ph.D., from Cor-
pus Christi, representing the National Crane Foundation.  Dr. 

Smith presented a slideshow on the types of habitats needed to 

sustain whopping cranes and a report on the progress of bring-

ing the cranes back from near extinction.  The motto of the 

Foundation is “to conserve cranes and the wetland and grass-
land ecosystems on which they depend.” 

 

Following a brief break, Liz Van Orstrand, Chair, reported that 

the Harvest Festival is progressing. September 8 or 29 are the 

dates for a one-day orientation.  

 
Karen Sutera is offering a training for Owl Prowls on October 

20, and if anyone is interested in Owl Prowls, she welcomes 

them to sign up as a buddy for the prowls scheduled for Sep-

tember 1 and September 29. 

 
 

On October 6, we will be hosting the PBS event Dinosaur 
Train which could draw anywhere from 500 to 2000 persons 

from the Houston area.   

 

Susan Millsap listed several outreach events, and she could use 

help for any of them. Contact Susan if you are interested.  
Dates are Galena Park ISD on August 16; Pasadena ISD on Au-

gust 17; a community service fair at UHCL on September 11; 

Bauer College Volunteer Expo at UH Main Campus on Septem-

ber 13; Take Me Outdoors Houston at Discovery Green on 

Saturday, September 15; Pasadena Historical Festival on Octo-

ber 13 and 14 at the Pasadena Fairgrounds.    
 

Next month, the speaker will tell us about apple snails, an inva-

sive species. 

 

Jill Macomber 
Secretary 

Treasurer’s Report July 2012 
Beginning Balance  $3304.53 

Expenditures:     

Allied Waste (campout) $96.88  

Garden Hoses $739.46  

Total Expenditures $836.34  

Income:     

Bird House $12.00  

Total Income $12.00  

Current Balance  $2480.19 
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Third Sundays in Nature 2012 
Topics for 2012 include: 

September 16 “Venture Outdoors” (Scavenger hunt, photography, outdoor activities) 

October 21 “Paddles Up” (Introduction to Paddling 101) 

November 18 “Ancestral Echoes” (Prairies, settlers & natives, bison presentation) 

December 16 “Blowing in the Wind” (Wind energy, windmills to turbines) 

  

Any volunteers who would like to work with the Education Department on the Sunday in Nature 

Program, please contact Heather x14 or Kathy G. x13. We look forward to seeing you at the up-

coming programs. Some of these hours may be used for ABNC advanced training. 

Heather Millar 

Director of Education  

Dressing for Harvest Festival 
If you’re new to ABNC, you may be wondering what you are 

asked to wear to help with the Harvest Festival. For guys, 

the requirements are simple...shirt (collarless, if available) 

with jeans or overalls, suspenders (if you choose), straw or 

western hat and appropriate shoes. For ladies, a long skirt 

with long-sleeved blouse or prairie dress, bonnet (if you 

choose) & appropriate shoes. For those of you not inclined 

to make your own outfits, there are several websites where 

they may be purchased. Here are a couple. A few volunteers 

have purchased from White Elegance and can vouch for their 

good service.  
www.oldfashionedclothing.com/dressuphome.htm. 

www.whiteelegance.com/Pioneer/p15?page=all&search=. 

Harvest Festival and Hands-on-History training day is coming!  

On Saturday, October 27 we will have a training day for activities done in the “Hands On 

History” program for school field trips and volunteer demos at the farm, as well as volun-

teer-led activities at the Martyn Farm Harvest Festival (November 10-11).  

If you are interested in helping in either place and need training (or refreshing), PLEASE 

consider attending. Both areas are always in need of trained volunteers and this is your 

opportunity to get that training. Specific times for the trainings will be 

posted later either in the volunteer office or on the volunteer website. 

Where else can you go to get proficient in making butter, rope, cheese, 

candles, hoecakes and more?  

See you then!  
 

“Where else can 

you go to get pro-

ficient in making 

butter, rope, 

cheese, candles, 

hoecakes and 

more?” 

http://www.oldfashionedclothing.com/dressuphome.htm
http://www.whiteelegance.com/Pioneer/p15?page=all&search=
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ABNC Volunteer Duty Roster—August 

DATE 

10:00 Trails 

Karen Sutera 

281-474-5087 

2:00 Trails 

Karen Sutera 

281-474-52-087 

Greeters 

Stan Krauhs 

281-470-2744 

Farm  

Interpretation 

Stan Krauhs 

281-470-2744 

Natural History 

Demos 

Tina Bass 

281-744-3384 

Farm Demos 

Tina Bass 

281-744-3384 

9/1 OPEN Karen Sutera 

 

Dick Phelps Jane Bingel OPEN OPEN 

 

9/2 
 
 

Marie  

Asscherick Ken Russell 

 

Helen Harger OPEN OPEN 

9/8 Karen Sutera Anne Tincher Stan Krauhs Paula Thorson OPEN OPEN 

9/9  Randy Olsen OPEN Stan Krauhs OPEN OPEN 

9/15 OPEN OPEN Stan Krauhs Jane Bingel OPEN OPEN 

 

Sundays 

in  

Nature  OPEN Judith Culligan Jill Macomber OPEN 

Tina Bass 

Quilting 

9/22 Dave Bolon OPEN OPEN Paula Thorson OPEN OPEN 

9/23  Karen Sutera Joe Bryan Tina Bass OPEN 

Lana Sims 

Making herb 

vinegars 

9/29 Randy Olsen OPEN Paul Brunkow Joan Brunkow 

Polly Swerdlin 

Adaptations OPEN 

9/30  Joe Bryan Polly Swerdlin Eleanor Stanley OPEN OPEN 

If you have to cancel, please do your best to find your own replacement. If 

you cannot, please notify your coordinator AND the front desk. If you can 

cover for any open slots, please call the coordinator for that event. When 

you arrive at ABNC for your duty, please check in at the  front desk. 
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P.O. Box 58828 

8500 Bay Area Boulevard 

Houston, TX  77258 

Phone: 281-474-2551 

Web: www.abnc.org 

Armand Bayou  

Nature Center Volunteer Newsletter 

Reconnecting People With Nature 

We’re on the Web! 

www.abncvols.org 

When you are 

finished with 

this publication 

please recycle it.  

Thanks! 

coming up November 10 and 11. The signup sheets for that will 

be available in September in the volunteer office.  

We all know how valuable time has become and that there are 

many other places you could be volunteering and yet you have 

chosen to be here with us. I would like to take this time to 

thank you all for the hard work you have already put in at the 

Nature Center. There are so many areas where we need more 

volunteers and I am sure you are tired of hearing it, but the 

truth is we do need each and every one of you.  

As the season changes and the cool weather returns, please 

check the calendar as you enter your hours on the abncvols.org 

web site. We are trying our best to make sure all activities are 

posted and the persons you need to contact to help participate.  

Thanks again for being an Armand Bayou Volunteer.  

      Liz  
Volunteer Chair 

 

 

Harvest Festivalõs Top 10 Checklist  

1. Make plans for appropriate clothing (see page 4) 

2. Locate your favorite cookie recipe so you’ll be prepared to 

bake cookies for the cookie booth. 

3. Sign up to work at least one shift each day; more is better.  

4. Sign up for the training to be held Saturday, October 27. 

(See page 4) 

5. Help promote the festival by posting flyers to appropriate 

places (with permission); flyers will be in Kaneka Building 

6. Suggest possible vendors, entertainers or craftspeople to 

someone on the Harvest Festival planning committee. (See 

August issue) 

7. Decide what dish you will bring to the potluck breakfast on 

Saturday morning before the festival opens. (attendance 

optional) 

8. Spread the word via phone calls, email, Facebook, Twitter 

or smoke signals. In other words, invite, invite, invite.  

9. Contribute handmade 19th century crafts, or homemade 

food to be sold at Martyn’s Mercantile (the general store) at 

the festival. (Check appropriateness with MFHF committee.) 

10. Have fun working at this unique event!!! 

 

(Martyn Farm Harvest Festival continued from page 2) 


