
tired of shoveling snow.  She is 

a graduate of Stephen F. Austin 

State University and has her 

B.S. in Environmental Sci-

ence.  Her environmental ca-

reer has taken her from work-

ing at a regulatory agency, to 

private industry to NASA where 

she has worked as Environ-

mental Specialist for over 20 

years.  She thoroughly loves 

her job.  Some of her accom-

plishments at NASA include 

working with the Photographic 

Technology Laboratory to virtu-

ally eliminate all photographic 

chemical waste.  The remaining 

wastes generated from the wet 

printing processes are com-

pletely recycled in a closed loop 

òZero Discharge Systemó and 

returned to the lab as makeup 

water.  She created a Conser-

vation Landscape just outside 

of Mission Control that con-

tains native and adaptive 

plants.  The garden provides an 

example to all Johnson Space 

Center (JSC) employees as to 

what they can create in their 

own yards.  Sandy is also re-

sponsible for initiating an 

agreement between JSC and 
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LOOK AHE AD  

JUNE 

5    Stewardship Saturday 

10  Volunteer Board   

Meeting., 5:30 pm, 

Paneraõs; NO VOLUN-

TEER MEETING 

12  Houston Audubon 

Bird Survey, 7 am in 

parking lot 

12  Second Saturdayñ

The Arts in Nature,     

10 amñnoon 

17  Bayou Foliage dead-

line 

19  Stewardship Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

the Houston Zoo that enabled 

the Zoo to use JSC land for 

their Attwater's Prairie Chicken 

captive breeding pro-

gram.  Since the Prairie Chick-

ens have moved to the Space 

Center, the captive breeding 

population has definitely seen 

an increase. The birds love the 

safe and very secure sur-

roundings of the JSC prai-

rie.  She is committed to help-

ing save this remarkable bird 

from extinction.  Sandy enjoys 

birding, traveling, camping 

and gardening.  She also loves 

to cook and bake.  She re-

cently organized a birding trip 

to Costa Rica with several 

other ABNC volunteers.  

 

Lucky for us, she is a member 

of this yearõs Martyn Farm 

Harvest Celebration planning 

committee.  

 

Sandy lives in Clear Lake with 

her dog and cat. 

 
Thanks Sandy for all your years of 

dedicated, loyal support to ABNC. 
How nice to recognize volunteers 

who have been part of the ABNC 
family for so long. We look for-

ward to many more years.  

When you are 

finished with 

this publication 

please recycle it.  

Thanks! 

S 
andy Parker has been a 

volunteer off and on 

since 1982 when she 

was recruited by Joyce Morris, 

the ABNC volunteer coordina-

tor at the time, to be the soap 

maker at the Fall Festival. She 

confesses she didn't know 

what she was doing, but with 

a Fox Fire book in hand, and 

lots of encouragement from 

Joyce, she practiced in her 

garage apartment. The con-

coction boiled over and almost 

ruined the stove. During Fall 

Festival, wearing her overalls, 

she sat on a chair in front of 

the location where the wind-

mill now stands, soap pot on 

the ground with a fire built 

around it, stirring all day with 

a stick. She reports she didn't 

have success. However, she 

kept at it and now makes a 

couple of batches of lye soap 

every festival. Since she does-

n't sew (quilting doesn't count 

as sewing) she made a trade 

with a friend.  Her friend 

sewed her Fall Festival dress 

and in exchange, Sandy 

mowed her grass. Doesn't 

sound like an even exchange? 

She says you should have 

seen her friend's yard!) 

 

Sandy attended volunteer 

training twice, the first time in 

the mid 1980's, later taking 

Farm Volunteer training in the 

fall of 1990. She enjoys being 

a farm interpreter.   

 

Sandy was born in Michigan 

and raised in Ohio . She 

moved to Texas after getting 

Volunteer Spotlight 

About Volunteer Spotlighté 

Each month a volunteer is ran-
domly selected to be in the vol-

unteer spotlight. It is meant to 
be a chance to get to know all 

our  volunteers no matter how 
long they have been here. If 

selected, I hope you will readily 
share your experiences.  

...Editor 



 

 From the Chair  
by Tom Scarsella  

Barbara Baxter    Ext 10 

Kathy Gardner  Ext 13 

Eloise Harper     

Lew Hornung   Ext 16 

Tom Kartrude  Ext 11  

Mark Kramer   Ext 15 

Kelli Haskett   Ext 17 

Jennifer Logston  Ext 10 

Heather Millar   Ext 14 

Dick Phelps  Ext 10 

George Regmund  Ext 31 
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Armand Bayou 

Nature Center 

Volunteer 

Board 

2010 

Chair   Tom Scarsella  281-532-2107 thomas.m.scarsella@nasa.gov 

Vice-chair  Gaye Batiz (acting) 713-518-5759 gayebatiz@aol.com  

Secretary  Sam Metzger  281-732-7287 smetzger@ci.pasadena.tx.us 

Treasurer  Ken Russell  281-488-0390 pacloon@aol.com 

Admissions  Liz VanOrstrand  281-480-8296 lizvanorstrand@hotmail.com  

Weekend demos  Jane Bingel  281-554-5069 no email 

Weekend trails  Gaye Batiz  713-518-5759 gayebatiz@aol.com 

Greeters/Interpreters Eleanor Stanley  713-455-1502 no email 

Weekday farm/OD ed. Valerie Jolly  713-419-1314   vkj01@hotmail.com 

Outreach  Rebekah Gano  832-314-2010 bekah@gano.name 

Facilities  Stan Krauhs   281-470-2744 krauhs@earthlink.net. 

Stewardship  Andy Metzger  832-851-8567 metzger.andy@gmail.com 

Webmaster   Shawn Gano   832-314-1608 shawn@gano.name 

Bayou Foliage editor Mary Alice Trumble 281-435-5788 matrumble@verizon.net   

Staff 

Roster  

B A Y O U  F O L I A G E  

Email addresses are ôfirstnameõ@abnc.org. Example: george@abnc.org 

Wandering through the woods at the na-

ture center itõs hard not to notice all the 

rotting timber on the ground from Hurri-

cane Ike. The felled trees are in various 

stages of decay and their bulk is rapidly 

getting recycled into the soil and existing 

trees. It would be interesting to be able to 

track where the atoms of a single dead 

tree were five or ten years after it hit the 

ground. Though Iõd like to see all of the 

debris rotted away, the woodworker that I 

am is saddened at seeing so much good 

material go to waste. 

 
Some of you may be familiar with the old 

saying that when an oak falls every man 

becomes a woodcutter. I think that would 

make a fair bumper sticker. Over the years 

Iõve salvaged quite a bit of useful material 

from tree falls for use in woodworking 

demos. As I write this Iõm preoccupied with 

our first toymaking workshop which will 

Tom Scarsella 

Volunteer  Chair 2010 

take place in a few days. Most of the ma-

terial we will be using was collected post-

hurricane and weõll be recycling it into toys 

and holiday ornaments, some of which will 

end up in the general store proposed for 

the Martyn Farm Harvest Celebration in 

November. In the aftermath of Ike we 

were all hard-pressed for free time and I 

still have regrets about how many life-

times worth of woodworking material were 

discarded to our curbsides. 

 

Making toys from hurricane-made wood 

seems particularly appropriate to me.  Itõs 
a convenient way to make something 

nice, though it may be small, from some-

thing that was nothing short of a disaster. 

There should be several additional toy-

making opportunities this year.  If it works 

out, perhaps we can make it a regular ac-

tivity. be found in our all our 

backyards even in the wake 

of the hurricane. We simply 

mailto:thomas.m.scarsella@nasa.gov
mailto:gayebatiz@aol.com
mailto:smetzger@ci.pasadena.tx.us
mailto:pacloon@aol.com
mailto:lizvanorstrand@hotmail.com
mailto:gayebatiz@aol.com
mailto:vkj01@hotmail.com
mailto:bekah@gano.name
mailto:krauhs@earthlink.net
mailto:metzger.andy@gmail.com
mailto:shawn@gano.name
mailto:matrumble@verizon.net


Beginning Balance  $2690.62 

Expenditures: Speakerõs 

gift: March meeting 
$30.00 

 

Total Expenditures $30.00 
 

Income:     

Total Income -0-  

Current Balance  $2660.62  

Treasurerõs Report April 2010 

 

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM: 

 

There will be NO volunteer 

meetings in June or July.  

See you in August.  

Have a fabulous summer! 

ABNC Volunteer Board Meeting Minutes May 13, 2010 
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Volunteer Spotlight ð Sandy Parker.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Gaye agreed to stand in as the Vice 

Chair under Tom Scarsella.  She 

needs to have some speaker ideas 

for Sep, Oct, Nov and Dec.  Gaye will 

make some DVDs of the Prairie 

Training and put in the Volunteer 

Office. 
 

Bayou Foliage Deadline May 20th. 

 

The May Second Saturday event 

was well attended.  The June Sec-

ond Sat will be music and art. 

 

Liz gave us a letter to approve that 

she plans to mail out to new volun-

teer members.  It was approved.  

There was a discussion on how to 

keep and contact the volunteers 

and how to invite the volunteers 

into more activities.  We think an 

interactive web site would go a long 

way to reaching the goal of keeping 

the younger volunteers in the loop.  

Also we need to remind our volun-

teer coordinators that they need to 

immediately contact the new volun-

teers and invite them into activities 

and tasks.  

Present:  Tom Scarsella, Ken 

Russell, Liz VanOrstrand, Mary 

Alice Trumble, Gaye Batiz, Stan 

Kraus, Tom Katrude and Sam 

Metzger.  No apologies received. 

  

Minutes of the last meeting were 

accepted as a true record.  

  

Treasurer, Ken Russell, informed 

board that balance of funds is 

$2660.62.  The March speaker 

gift was paid for $30.   There is 

still one gift certificate out-
standing.  We received a check 

from Abitibi for $34.06.  Stan 

Kraus will contact Abitibi to find 

out what happens to the paper 

we recycle.  Ken let us know that 

we will pay $580 to Eco-Camp for 

2 full time scholarships.  

 

Staff Report ð Tom Kartrude re-

ported that Bayou Boil looks 

good.   

On Jun 5, National Trails Day, 

Space Center Rotary will put 

down some trails.   

 

Commissionerõs Court on 11th will 

start final drawings on the new 

Center about 90 days out. 

Lew Hornung reports that 

both of the hurricane lan-

terns in the farmhouse has 

been used incorrectly, thus 

ruining the mantles. He 

asks that they not be used 

until he can replace the 

mantle and that if you do 

not know how to light them 

correctly to please contact 

him. Thanks! 

 

We need crafts for the General Store 

for Martyn Farm Harvest Celebration.  

Tom Scarsella will be teaching some 

toy-making classes.  Anyone is invited 

to share crafts so we can have home-

made goodies at the general store. 

(All crafts must be pre-approved by 

the MFHC committee. Please see 

page 8) 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

The cane syrup cooker needs to be 

repaired by early November. 
 
 

Sam Metzger  
Secretary  
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Second Saturday Details  

 

 

It is now twice as easy 

to accrue continuing 

education hours. In 

addition to the pro-

gram at the monthly 

volunteer meetings, 

the Second Saturday 

programs will also 

count as CE credit. 

 

JuneñNatureõs Art  

(arts and wildlife) 

 

JulyñThe Moon 

 

AugustñHispanic Heri-

tage 

 

SeptemberñHeath and 

Fitness (Get out in na-

ture!) 

 

OctoberñMyth Busters 

 

NovemberñMartyn Farm 

Harvest Celebration  

 

 

These areas need help for 

Second Saturday: 

 

8:30 amñset up auditorium, 

display signs on easels, as-

sist with refreshments 

 

9:30 amñgreet and direct 

visitors, answer questions 

 

10:00 am-noonñassist with 

childrenõs crafts 

 

12:00 pmñtake down audi-

torium, pick up signs, gen-

eral cleanup 

 

To sign up to help, please 

contact Mary Alice Trumble 

at matrumble@verizon.net.  

 Store need to be ap-

proved by the committee 

beforehand. This is just 

to be sure they are time 

period appropriate. 

Thanks! 
 

Another new activity is a 

scarecrow contest which 

is free and open to the 

community. Groups such 

as Rotary or Kiwanis, 

businesses, churches, 

school groups etc. will 

make scarecrows, which 

will be on display for a 

month at the nature cen-

ter. The winners will be 

selected by vote from 

visitors to the center dur-

ing that monthõs period. 

We are hoping this will 

encourage friends and 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Martyn Farm Harvest Celebration Update 

Continuing  

Education  

Opportunities 

Second Saturday  

The Harvest Celebration 

planning committee con-

tinues to meet monthly. 

Invitations have been sent 

to exhibitors, craftspeople 

and entertainers. At this 

writing, 16 have re-

sponded and several 

more are expected. The 

entertainers are excited 

we will have an entertain-

ment tent this year and all 

will be closer to the event 

activities. We are continu-
ing to search for vendors 

for the General Store. We 

have one volunteer who is 

planning to make home-

made jams/jellies to do-

nate to the store for sale. 

If others of you would like 

to do the same, please let 

us know. If you plan to 

have home grown vegeta-

bles at that time youõd 

like to donate to sell, let 

us know that as well. We 

would like to have cloth 

shopping bags for sale to 

eliminate the need for any 

plastic bags. If you have a 

sewing machine and are 

willing to make a few 

cloth bags, please let us 

know. We will give you a 

pattern to follow. Tom 

Scarsella and eight other 

volunteers met May 22 
for the first ôSantaõs Work-

shopõ day and each per-

son completed a small 

wooden boat to be sold in 

the General Store. If you 

are interested in making 

old-fashioned wooden 

toys for this project, 

please contact Tom. All 

crafts sold in the General 
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Celebrate the arts and nature at 

Armand Bayou Nature Centerõs 

monthly Second Saturday event.  

Saturday, June 12, 2010 

Armand Bayou Nature Center 

 

The Arts in 

Nature  

Phone: 281-474-2551 

Web: www.abnc.org 

P.O. Box 58828 

8500 Bay Area Boulevard 

Houston, TX  77258 

Reconnecting People with Nature 

10:00 amñ12 noon 

Something for the whole family! 

Speaker: Doug Hiser òFrom Pencil to 
Paint - Wildlife Art - ALIVEó  
Exhibits by award-winning local artists: 

 Kelly Halbach 
 Doug Hiser 
 Bejat McCracken 
 Jim Phillips 

Art activity for the kids 

Door Prizeñprint by Doug Hiser  
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Armand Bayou Nature Center presents:  

November 13 & 14, 2010  

Time: 10:00 a.m. ñ4:00 p.m.  

8500 Bay Area Boulevard  

Pasadena, TX  

281-474-2551 

Martyn Farm  

Harvest Celebration  

Childrenõs games & crafts 

General Store 

Quilting & Basket weaving 

Homemade goodies 

Square dancing 

Wagon rides 

Music 

Woodcarving 

Storytelling 

Pie-eating contest 

Scarecrow contest 

Blacksmithing 

Farm animals 

MUCH MORE!!! 

Step back in time with old-fashioned fun for the en-

tire family! 

Special event �³ Bluegrass concert 6:30 p.m. 

The Lonestar Bluegrass Band  


