
Alan married Maxine 

McLendon on August 19, 

1967. Maxine passed away 

on June 13, 1973. On August 

15, 1979, Alan married his 

beloved wife, Shobha Seth 

Wenger, and they recently 

celebrated their 30th wed-

ding anniversary. Alan is also 

survived by his son Douglas 

H. Wenger and wife Rayma; 

daughter, Sujata Chaudhary; 

brother Paul C. Wenger, Jr. 

and wife Barbara of San Anto-

nio. Alan was born in San An-

tonio, and attended Alamo 

Heights schools from kinder-

garten through high school . 

He loved nature and the out-

doors, pursuing and earning a 

Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Biology and a Master of Arts 

degree in Zoology from The 

University of Texas at Austin. 

He subsequently worked for 

many years as a marine biolo-

gist with the Texas Parks and 

Wildlife Department in the 

Houston area. He retired from 

TPWD after serving as Re-

gional Director for Inland Fish-

eries. In retirement, Alan fo-

cused a great deal on service 

to the community, volunteer-

ing with  Armand Bayou Na-

ture Center, Special Olympics 

and the Association for Re-

tarded Citizens. He was hap-

piest when he was helping 

people.  

 

In lieu of flowers, please 

make donations in Alan's 

name to Armand Bayou Na-

ture Center, Special Olympics 

or the Association for Re-

tarded Citizens. 
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LO O K AHE AD  

November 

7 Stewardship Saturday 

12 Volunteer Board   

Meeting., 5:30 pm, 

Classroom 3 

12 Volunteer Meeting, 

6:30 pm, Auditorium 

14 Houston Audubon   

Bird Survey, 7 am 

14 Fall Festival, 10 am—4 

pm 

15 Fall Festival; 10 am—4 

pm 

19 Bayou Foliage dead-

line 

21 Stewardship Saturday 

December 

6   Yuletide 

10 Volunteer Board   

Meeting., 5:30 pm, 

Classroom 3 

10 Volunteer Buffet and 

fun bird quiz, 6:30 

pm, Auditorium 

19 Christmas Bird Count, 

ABNC 

JOHN TVETEN, longtime sup-

porter and friend to many at 

ABNC,  passed away October 12.  

The following, written by Gary 

Clark was posted on TexBirds. 

 

―Texbirders: I am sad to report 

that John Tveten passed away 

this afternoon of cancer. He 

died peacefully while sur-

rounded by friends and family. 

Our love goes out to his wife, 

Gloria, and his son, Michael. 

John was among the greatest of 

naturalists ever to trod the 

earth. His knowledge was ency-

clopedic, and his generosity in 

sharing that knowledge was 

without equal. Through his 

newspaper columns, his many 

books, and his informative and 

engaging presentations, we all 

learned an immeasurable 

amount about birds, butterflies, 

moths, wildflowers, and count-

less other wonders of the natu-

ral world. Moreover, we were 

always inspired by his endless 

curiosity and enthusiasm. My 

wife, Kathy, and I are working 

with the family to arrange a cele-

bration of John's life and work 

and will give you details within a 

week or so about when and 

where that celebration will be.‖   

 

A longtime supporter of ABNC, 

John graciously donated many of 

his phenomenal slides to the 

nature center to be used for 

educational purposes.  

 

The Celebration of Life for John 

will take place at ABNC on 

Thursday, October 29 at 6:30  

pm. In lieu of flowers, contribu-

(Continued on page 8) 

When you are 

finished with 

this publication 

please recycle it. 

Thanks! 

It was with great sadness that 

we learned of the deaths of 

two incredible men, Alan 

Wenger, longtime ABNC vol-

unteer and John Tveten, natu-

ralist and supporter of ABNC.  

  

ALAN GATEWOOD WENGER 

passed away 

on September 

22, 2009, 

while snorkel-

ing on  vaca-

tion in St. 

Croix, U.S. 

Virgin Islands. 

He was 74. 

 

Alan was involved in many 

activities during his years at 

ABNC. He participated in edu-

cation programs, stewardship 

projects, many special events, 

served on the Volunteer 

Board and the ABNC Board of 

Trustees. Admired and re-

spected by all who knew him, 

he was always happy to share 

his expertise or lend a helping 

hand to others.  

 

Former ABNC Marine Biolo-

gist Doug Myers shared his 

thoughts on learning of Alan‘s 

death.  ―...Very sad in-

deed.  Alan was one of the 

first volunteers who helped 

me do research on fish in the 

bayou. First by canoe using a 

cast net and modified crab 

traps and then, beach seining 

and dip netting. This led ulti-

mately to my thesis work at 

UHCL. Knowing Alan, though, 

if you he had to go, going 

while snorkeling isn‘t bad. 

Alan will be missed.‖ 

In Memory 



 

 

Gaye Batiz 

Volunteer Vice- 

Chair 2009 

BAYOU BITS  
by Gaye Batiz 

ence with us – it was very interesting and is 

now on my list of places to visit before I get old 

(or older as some may say!).  

  

Preparation is ongoing for our two main events, 

Creepy Crawlers and Fall Festival. If you haven‘t 

signed up yet, please get your name down. We 

NEED your help at these vital fundraisers. Don‘t 

forget to bring some cookies to sell at Fall Festi-

val – this is one of our main methods of raising 

funds for the volunteer organization. 

  

Finally, we are getting ready to introduce pro-

spective members of the volunteer board for 

2010; come to the November meeting to meet 

them. A vote will be made at the December 

meeting, before the quiz starts. More informa-

tion on the December meeting next month. 

  

In the meantime, keep busy and enjoy the fall 

weather. Thanks for being a supporter of ABNC. 

     

    Gaye 

Barbara Baxter    Ext 10 

Eloise Harper     

Lew Hornung    Ext 16 

Tom Kartrude   Ext 11  

Mark Kramer    Ext 15 

Kelli Haskett    Ext 17 

Jennifer Logston  Ext 10 

Christine Smith   Ext 20 

Heather Millar    Ext 14 

Dick Phelps   Ext 10 

George Regmund   Ext 31 
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Armand Bayou 

Nature Center 

Volunteer 

Board 

2009 

Chair   Gaye Batiz, as acting Chair 

Vice-chair  Gaye Batiz  713-518-5759 gayebatiz@aol.com 

Secretary  Jill Macomber  281-957-9934 jillmacomber@comcast.net  

Treasurer  Ken Russell  281-488-0390 pacloon@aol.com 

Admissions  Dewanna Norris  281-488-2276 dwn8@juno.com  

Weekend demos  Ed Adams  713-946-2754 no email 

Weekend trails  Liz VanOrstrand  281-480-8296 lizvanorstrand@hotmail.com  

Greeters/Interpreters Eleanor Stanley  713-455-1502 no email 

Weekday farm/OD ed. Rebekah Gano  832-314-2010 bekah@gano.name 

Outreach  Jane Bingel  281-554-5069 no email 

Facilities  Stan Krauhs   281-470-2744 krauhs@earthlink.net. 

Stewardship  Cathy Koenig   281-222-5245 caskoenig@comcast.net 

Webmaster   Shawn Gano   832-314-1608 shawn@gano.name 

Bayou Foliage editor Mary Alice Trumble 281-435-5788 matrumble@verizon.net   

Staff 

Roster 

B A Y O U  F O L I A G E  

Email addresses are ‗firstname‘@abnc.org. Example: george@abnc.org 

The nights are drawing in and the humidity is 

dropping, lots of good birding around for bird-

ers and the prairie is coming into its prime – 

yes folks, fall is here at long last. Of course, 

the cooler weather brings an abundance of 

volunteer opportunities and we have plenty of 

those at the moment – check out in this news-

letter or on the volunteer website calendar for 

more information. 

  

Bison Birthday Bash on Oct 3 was a fun 

day. It‘s always a great pleasure to see chil-

dren having fun. Barbara told me we doubled 

our number of visitors for the weekend 

through the event and Kelli‘s efforts paid off 

with a profit towards the cost of keeping our 

bison. A round of applause to the volunteers 

who supported the event and to Kelli for orga-

nizing it. 

  

Thanks to Ann Brinly, Hilary Gibbs and Tom 

Scarsella for sharing their Galapagos experi-

mailto:gayebatiz@aol.com
mailto:jmacomber@earthlink.net
mailto:pacloon@aol.com
mailto:dwn8@juno.com
mailto:lizvanorstrand@hotmail.com
mailto:bekah@gano.name
mailto:krauhs@earthlink.net
mailto:caskoenig@comcast.net
mailto:shawn@gano.name
mailto:matrumble@verizon.net


Treasurer’s Report September 2009 
Beginning Balance  $3096.71 

Expenditures:   

Speaker‘s gift $36.77  

Total Expenditures $36.77  

Income:   

Total Income -0-  

Current Balance  $3059.94 

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM: 

 

When: Thursday, November 12; 6:30 pm  

Where: Auditorium.  

Speaker: Mark Kramer, Stewardship Coor-

dinator, ABNC 

Topic: Prairie Ecology 

Full details will be posted on the volunteer 

website. 

 

ABNC Volunteer Meeting Minutes October 8, 2009 
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teers paid for.  
 
The bird count is this Saturday, 
the 10th. Prairie Pandemonium is 
full.  
 
Mark Kramer will be the Novem-
ber speaker. 
 
Gaye introduced Ann Brinly, 
Hilary Gibbs, and Tom Scarsella 
who showed pictures and spoke 
about their eco-trip to the Galapa-
gos. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 
8:20 PM. 
  

Jill Macomber 
Secretary 
 

Gaye Batiz, Acting Chair, called 
the meeting to order at 6:50 
PM.  
 
Polly Swerdlin said that turn-of-
the century clothing at the back 
of the auditorium is for the Fall 
Festival and is free to anyone 
who would like it. Polly also an-
nounced several events and 
trainings which are coming up. 
The Fall Events planning com-
mittee is meeting at 3 PM on 
Sunday, in classroom 3. All 
chairpersons should be present 
or send a representative.  
 
Lew (Hornung) is planning to 
have the farmhouse cleaned 
before the Fall Festival.  
 
There are still two openings on 
the slate for next year’s board: 
stewardship and education. 
(That has changed since these 
minutes were written.) 

 
Gaye reported that 19 new vol-
unteers attended orientation.  
 
There is a new computer in the 
volunteer office which volun-

Slate of Officers for 2010 

Chair - Tom Scarsella 

Vice Chair - Jill Macomber 

Secretary - Sam Metzger 

Treasurer - Ken Russell 

Admissions - Liz Van Orstrand 

Weekend Demos - Jane Bingel 

Trails - Gaye Batiz 

Greeters/Interpreters - Eleanor Stanley 

Weekday Education --- OPEN 

Outreach - Rebekah Gano 

Facilities - Stan Krauhs 

Stewardship - Andy Metzger 

Appointed Positions:  

Bayou Foliage Editor—Mary Alice Trumble 

Webmaster—Shawn Gano 

Circulation—Odie Asscherick 

Staff—Tom Kartrude 

 

This slate of officers 

will be presented at 

the November meet-

ing with voting to oc-

cur at the December 

meeting. Many thanks 

to these folks for offering their ser-

vices to the volunteer organization. 
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Martyn Farm Fall Festival 

November 14 & 15; 10 am—4 pm 

As I write this memo, it is 

just a few days to go!  Vet-

erans of Fall Festival know 

the drill, but here’s the 

final memo about this 

year’s event. 

 

SIGN-IN PROCEDURES  
 

When you arrive, ready for 

―duty‖, no matter what 

time of day it is, please 

check in.   This year, sign 

in will be under the tree 

opposite the bison plat-

form.  Sign-in serves three 

purposes:  

1. To know what activi-

ties are covered or 

need spare helpers 

2. To issue one drink 

ticket per work shift to 

be redeemed at 

Fred‘s Drink Booth  

3. To let you know if 

there are any last min-

ute changes. 

 

INFORMATION BOOTH 
 

We will still have the Infor-

mation Booth opposite the 

windmill next to the Birth-

ing Shed, but only for 

Membership/Volunteer 

brochures, First Aid assis-

tance, Lost Parents, and 

the Raffle items for Sun-

day. 

 

DRESS  
We are encouraging par-

ticipants to wear 1895 to 

1920 costumes. For ex-

ample, women: mid-calf to 

ankle length skirt, long 

sleeved blouse and a 

fancy hat or prairie bon-

net; men: straw hat, pants 

with suspenders, or over-

alls, and a plaid or un-

bleached muslin shirt. This 

does not need to be elabo-

rate; keep it simple. If you 

don‘t have a costume, 

please wear your khaki 

shirt. Everyone should also 

sport a name tag. 

 

BREAKFAST & LUNCH 
 

As usual, breakfast that 

weekend will be potluck in 

Classroom 2. It will help us 

start early if there are 

munchies to grab as we 

prepare for the day. We 

are also offering a cold-cut 

lunch there for all crew 

members with a name tag. 

That includes the vendors 

and entertainers. Coffee, 

ice water and lemonade 

will be there. If you want 

soda, pick it up at the fes-

tival before going to the 

Interpretive Building. 

 

 

PARKING 
 

Weather permitting; the vol-

unteers and demonstrators 

can park in the field near 

the bison enclosure. If it is 

too soggy, the paved parking 

lot will be used up quickly. If 

you work only part of the 

day, please consider using 

the UHCL parking and the 

shuttle service. I will send 

an email on Thursday prior 

to let you know the status of 

the grounds. 

 

SATURDAY CHUCK 

WAGON SUPPER 
 

Ed Adams has promised to 

have chow ready as soon as 

the public has left and we 

have closed up for the day.  

The price is only $5 for 

salad, beef stew, biscuits, 

veggies, and cobbler.  

Please pay when you sign 

up. Coffee, ice water and 

lemonade will be provided, 

BYO whatever else. 

 
Thank you for your support.  

 
Polly Swerdlin 

281-814-4606 

pmswerdlin@gmail.com  

At the last Volunteer 

Board meeting, it was 

announced that a kero-

sene lantern had been 

left burning overnight at 

the Hanson farmhouse. 

Whenever you are at the 

farmhouse doing a dem-

and making sure any fire 

in the woodstove is com-

pletely out.  

Your attention to these 

details is critical and 

greatly appreciated.  

B A Y O U  F O L I A G E  

onstration or interpreting 

or participating in an 

event, please be sure to 

make a thorough check 

before leaving. This in-

cludes closing and lock-

ing all windows, extin-

guishing any lanterns 

Safety First 

mailto:pmswerdlin@gmail.com
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GEM Crew Activities  
by 

J.T. Chapman 

 

The activities of the GEM Crew have not been reported for a while in the Bayou Foliage. 

The GEM Crew has had some good projects that need to be reported to the Volunteers. 

The Crew worked hard to clear and repair the boardwalk after Ike.  Subsequently, an 

effort was started to "flip" the boards on the boardwalk to provide a better walking sur-

face for our visitors. That project is still ongoing.  We replaced boards on the hay barn 

and built new sliding doors. The Pileated woodpeckers helped us make the new wood 

look used on the south side! Check it out. Big holes. Nature is wonderful. The rotten 

wood on the Education Building decks and substructure was repaired and replaced. 

 

The Discovery Loop was finished with deposit and grading of decomposed granite to provide the 

trail. Bob Paxton and others should be commended for their unending efforts on this project. 

We tried to harden the boathouse from intruders by strengthening the walls with steel wire 

mesh inside the tin siding. Perhaps a monitored burglar alarm system should be installed to 

protect the "Bayou  Ranger." 

 

We installed new double doors on the south side of the Green House and built a rain awning to 

protect the doors. A new tile floor in Classroom 2 in the Education Building has just been com-

pleted. A new shed has been constructed by the GEM Crew on the west side of the mainte-

nance barn to protect some of our maintenance implements. 

 

Members of the GEM Crew are in the process of building 100 birdhouse kits for use by the Boy 

Scouts and Cubs at ABNC.  We'll do it. 

 

Nature is a wonderful thing.  We are all a part of it. 

Bison Birthday Bash 

A first event for Kelli ....wonderful animal keeper!!!  Even though the weather forecast was 

for inclement weather, we had a steady stream of visitors to the Bison Birthday Bash on 

Saturday October 3.  Kelli worked hard to obtain donations towards the event including 

equipment for popcorn, snow cones, cotton candy, raffle prizes and much more.  It was 

great to see the kids having a blast and interesting to see that each had their own individ-

ual source of pleasure. I was thrilled to see a child fascinated by acorns. The Bison were 

also aware that something was going on and were rather frisky - an unusual sight (the 

cooler weather may have played a part in that 

though). Reports on admissions are that we 

doubled our total weekend numbers on Satur-

day alone so it shows that events do bring peo-

ple in. Well done Kelli on organizing the event 

and a big thank you to all the volunteers who 

showed up to help, including members of Kelli's 

family who turned up to support her. All things 

considered, the amount raised was substantial 

for the day!   

   

Gaye Batiz 

http://us.mg201.mail.yahoo.com/ya/download?fid=Bayou%2520Foliage&mid=1_784_ALzOjkQAAE8cStfdowsOjULweMs&pid=4&tnef=&YY=1255884117593&newid=1&clean=0&inline=1
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If you have to 

cancel, please do 

your best to find 

your own 

replacement. If 

you can cover for 

any open slots, 

please call the 

coordinator for 

that event. When 

you arrive at 

ABNC for your 

duty, please 

check in at the  

front desk. 

ABNC Volunteer Duty Roster—October 

B A Y O U  F O L I A G E  

DATE 

10:00 Trails 
 

 

 

Liz VanOrstrand 

281-480-8296 

2:00 Trails 
 

 

 

Liz VanOrstrand 

281-480-8296 

Greeters 

 
 

Eleanor Stanley 

713-455-1502 

Farm  

Interpretation 
 

 

Eleanor Stanley 

713-455-1502 

Natural History 
 

 

 

Ed Adams 

713-946-2754 

Farm Demos 
 

 

 

Ed Adams 

713-946-2754 

11/1  OPEN Ken Russell Polly Swerdlin   

11/7 Ann Tincher OPEN Brigid McVaugh Jane Bingel 
Hilary Gibbs 

Pond Life 

Tom Scarsella 

Wood Shop 

11/8  

Karen  

Sutera Judith Culligan 

 

Eleanor 

Stanley 

Odie & Marie 
Asscherick 

Bats & Butterfly 
Garden 

Ray Parker 
Rope 

11/14 Fall Festival Fall Festival Fall Festival Fall Festival Fall Festival Fall Festival 

11/15  Fall Festival Fall Festival Fall Festival Fall Festival Fall Festival 

11/21 Ray Parker OPEN Paul Brunkow Joan Brunkow 

Eleanor 
Stanley 
Reptiles 

Jane Bingel 
Cheese 

11/22  OPEN Helen Harger Gaye Batiz 

Polly Swerdlin 

Adaptations 
Paula Thorson 

Cheese 

11/28 

Liz  

Van Orstrand OPEN 

 

 

OPEN 

 OPEN 

Jane Bingel 

Birds 

Gaye Batiz 

Farm Life 

11/29  OPEN OPEN Jill Macomber OPEN 
Polly Swerdlin 

Rope 

About Volunteer Spotlight… 

Volunteer Spotlight will return next month. Each month a volunteer is randomly selected to be in the volunteer 
spotlight. It is meant to be a chance to get to know all our  volunteers no matter how long they have been 

here.  ...Editor 

 



P.O. Box 58828 

8500 Bay Area Boulevard 

Houston, TX  77258 

Phone: 281-474-2551 

Web: www.abnc.org 

Armand Bayou  

Nature Center Volunteer Newsletter 

Reconnecting People With Nature 

We‘re on the Web! 

www.abncvols.org 

Bayou Foliage deadline is the 3rd Thursday of each month.  

Thank you for adhering to this date.  

 

 

tions may be made to Armand Bayou Nature Center or the conservation organization of choice. For more about John: http://

www.houstonaudubon.org/default.aspx/act/newsletter.aspx/category/News/MenuGroup/Home/NewsLetterID/1540/

startrow/1.htm. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Don’t Forget… 

Daylight Savings Time ends  

Sunday, November 1. 

http://www.houstonaudubon.org/default.aspx/act/newsletter.aspx/category/News/MenuGroup/Home/NewsLetterID/1540/startrow/1.htm
http://www.houstonaudubon.org/default.aspx/act/newsletter.aspx/category/News/MenuGroup/Home/NewsLetterID/1540/startrow/1.htm
http://www.houstonaudubon.org/default.aspx/act/newsletter.aspx/category/News/MenuGroup/Home/NewsLetterID/1540/startrow/1.htm

